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Hurricane Irma leaves wounds in waterways
Failed seawalls are Lee
County’s next big issue
forming after the storm
By JESSICA SALMOND

jsalmond@breezenewspapers.com

Waterside residents around the county
are reporting damaged seawalls — and as
more and more reports roll in, it will take
longer and longer for repairs to be done.

“The people of Florida are tough.
They know we’re in hurricane highway,
but a lot of new people moving in the
last 10 years haven’t experienced a hurricane,” said U.S. Senator Bill Nelson
(D) Sept. 20.
Nelson toured several areas of
Florida to survey some of the damage
done from the storm and stopped in Fort
Myers at the home of Howard Wheeler,
president of Chris-Tel Construction.

Wheeler lives on a canal-side home off
of McGregor Boulevard; both he and
many of his neighbors experienced
extensive seawall damage.
Seawalls are kept upright by a balanced pressure from the water on one
side and the land, called upland pressure, from the other.
When the hurricane’s low pressure
and winds sucked the water out of the
canals and away from the seawall, it

lost one side of pressure. At the same
time, the upland pressure increased,
causing seawalls to crumble or “kick”
from the bottom.
When this happens, the wall can’t
just be pushed back into place, said
Brent Stokes, president of Stokes
Marine. The whole segment must be
replaced.
See WATERWAYS, page 10

Council
approves .87
millage rate,
budget
By JESSICA SALMOND

jsalmond@breezenewspapers.com

By JESSICA SALMOND

Damaged ong before Fort Myers Beach was a town, there stood a tree on top of
a shell mound.
strangler fig LThe
strangler fig at the Mound House started as a single seed that fell
on top of an orange tree. Since then, it overtook its host and has stood at
will survive its the top of the hill for more than 150 years. It’s survived many storms and
Irma nearly defeated it.
loss of limbs many owners in its lifetime, but Hurricane
See STRANGLER FIG, page 8
jsalmond@breezenewspapers.com

insidetoday

The oldest
section of the
strangler fig at
the Mound
House fell down
during the high
winds of
Hurricane Irma.
JESSICA
SALMOND

For the first time in years, the Fort
Myers Beach Town Council voted to raise
the millage rate.
In a 5-0 vote, the council approved the
.87 millage rate proposed by Town
Manager
Roger
Hernstadt, an increase
from the .80 rate held
the last three years.
The .87 rate is 87
cents for every $1,000
of assessed property
value. Someone with a
home
valued
at
$300,000 will pay
$261 annually in ad
Anita
valorem tax to the
Cereceda
town, a $21 increase
from the .8 rate.
This ad valorem tax revenue will contribute $2,776,842 to the town’s budget
of $16,816,765, which was approved in a
4-1 vote.
The $2.7 million tax revenue figure
is calculated at 96 percent of the tax
revenue incurred, to count the potential
loss of revenue from homestead exemptions passed last year by Florida referendum.
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Turnkey 2BD /2BA condo in the rarely available Riviera C lub.
Rock w aterfallheated pool,Jacuzzihottub,poolside cabana
room ,and w hite sandy beach front.H om e Protection plan.
M L S #217052404 $475,000

L a h a in a R ea lty’s
FR EE M o b ile A pp
is h ere!
S ea rch M L S , get
co m m u n ity in fo &
S ca n th es e a d s to view
p ro p erty vid eo s !
D o w n lo a d it to d a y!

O ver 3,800 sq feetof open living space w ith 6BD & 6 1/2BA.
The sophisticated design w as m eticulously crafted by
aw ard-w inning R.G .D esigns.G ourm etKitchen and m ore!
M L S #217051584 $1,699,000

G R EAT W ATER FR O N T H O M E

V IEW S FR O M O C EA N H A R B O R

TH IS BAY FR O N T H O M E H A S IT A L L

N ice and bright4 bedroom canalhom e w ith room for a
pool,2 large lanais & tropicallandscaping.Spacious
accessory apartm entdow nstairs is a m oney m aker.
M L S #216077642 $619,900

H igh floor 2BR/2BA,1500+ sq.ft.corner condo! Sunny
open floor plan.G ated m id-island tennis & boating
com m unity on Estero Bay & across streetfrom beach.
M L S #217010204 $529,900

C om pletely rem odeled 3BD /3BA poolhom e on the south end
of the island.There are 2 boatdocks w /lifts,outdoor kitchen,
outstanding view s,m inutes to the G ulf & so m uch m ore.
M L S #217015825 $1,650,000

BAY V IEW S - G ATED - L U X U R Y A M EN ITIES

W O N D ER FU L IN V ES TM EN T O P P O R TU N ITY

C U S TO M M IR O M A R L A K ES P O O L H O M E

P
D U

L EX

Furnished 4BD +den professionally decorated hom e w /so
m uch to offer.Enjoy expansive lake view s,open floor plan,
gourm etkitchen,extensive deck area & cabana for guests.
M L S #217028097 $2,149,950

Bright,open concept3BR/3BA W aterside condo.U pdated
kitchen.N ew appliances.Auto H unter-D ouglas blinds.Plantation
shutters.Pool,tennis,fishing pier,beach access.
M L S #217014979 $449,000

U pstairs offers 2 bed /2 baths & 2 decks.Low er leveloffers
a 1 bed/1 bath unitnew er roof.Laundry on site.Lush
landscaping & is a very close w alk to the sandy beach.
M L S #217020190 $424,900

G R EAT FO R T M Y ER S L O C ATIO N

C ITA D EL IN B O N ITA S P R IN G S

EX C EL L EN T FO R T M Y ER S L O C ATIO N

Beautifully rem odeled 2BD /2BA condo w ith granite
counter tops,new cabinets and a new appliance
package.N ew back w indow s.
M L S #217053703 $112,000

M ove rightinto this w ellappointed furnished 2BD /2BA
condo.Located in a gated C om m unity.Volum e ceilings &
w ood lam inate flooring throughout.M ustsee to appreciate.
M L S #217011230 $169,500

3 bedroom 2.5 bathroom poolhom e w ith an open floor
plan in South FortM yers.Located on a canalw ith boat
dock,liftand deep w ater access.Very large screened lanai.
M L S #216067877 $710,000

L
L
#1 Selling O ffice on FortM yersBeach
ofResidentialPropertiesforover9 Years!(2008-2017)*
*Based on inform ation from the Southw estFlorida M LS G roup for the period 01-01-08 to 8-31-17 for FB01-FB07

239-463-0000

w w w .fm bsun.com • sales@ fm bsun.com
6035 Estero Blvd.,FortM yers Beach,FL 33931
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Word on the Beach
What are some lessons you learned from Hurricane Irma?

Scott Safford
Fort Myers Beach

Roger Hernstadt
Fort Myers Beach

Heather Lodovico
Fort Myers Beach

“I never realized how much
being prepared helps after a
storm. You will need as much
water, ice and gas to last at
least a week or more.”

“My challenge is, I usually
put my job preparation ahead
of personal preparation. I need
to thank my wife for taking
that on.”

“The stress a storm can cause
is enormous. Allow time to
heal and rest afterwards.”

Charlie Whitehead
San Carlos Island
“I have lived at Fort Myers
Beach for more than 30 years.
I have been through hurricanes, lost a 20-year job,
fought off foreclosure and
believed I had come through
it all. What have I learned?
Man plans. God laughs.”

Bill Veach
Fort Myers Beach
“People are more important
than things. And, our island is
a small, tightly-knit community of generous and caring
people.”
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Thanks to Castaways
To the editor:
A pleasant observation after Irma.
Tuesday, Sept. 12, I like so many others
on the beach and in all of Florida had no
power. I decided to go out and seek at least
some ice. As I went by a local restaurant,
the manager invited me and several other
locals in need in into the restaurant. He
offered us food and ice — gratus!
This has happened before, a local establishment that truly cares.
Thank you Castaways!
Roger Lindermann
Fort Myers Beach

people that need them. The biggest thing
they did for me was bring a generator and
window air conditioner.
I am able to have a cold refrigerator and
a good night sleep. Not only did they bring
the generator, they come and fill the gas
tank twice a day.
I am on Day 10 without power and
don’t know what I would have without the
help from Tracey and Henry.
Tracey was our life line and updating us
with text messages as to what was happening on the island.
Fran Cooke
Fort Myers Beach

Thanks Tracey and Henry

Growing government

To the editor:
I would like the people of Fort Myers
Beach to know that we have a very caring
and thoughtful couple on this island.
Tracey and Henry Gore have been going
out of their way to help people all over the
island passing out drinks and fruit. They
have taken battery-operated fans to some

To the editor:
When entering Fort Myers Beach Town
Hall, note the newspaper article from
March 1995 posted on the wall in the public nook. The news story quotes those who
wanted to separate from Lee County as
promising less taxes if they incorporated.
Those opposed to Estero Island becoming

We want your opinion
The views expressed on the Opinions pages are just that
— opinions. These pages are intended to convey a range
of viewpoints; opinions printed on this page do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper. Opposing
views are welcome. Letters to the Editor or guest
columns may be mailed to: Fort Myers Beach Observer,
19260 San Carlos Blvd., Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931;
faxed to 765-0846; e-mailed to jsalmond@breezenewspapers.com; or posted to our Virtual Newsroom at
www.breezenewspapers.com. Letters are due no later
than noon Monday. All letters and guest columns must
be signed and must contain a phone number for verification purposes. You also can comment on any letter or
editorial opinion online at: fortmyersbeachtalk.com

its own governmental entity are quoted as
saying that would not be true, that Fort
Myers Beach would end up increasing the
taxes over what the county was charging. I
believe those opposing incorporation were
vindicated last Thursday.
During the Fort Myers Beach council
meeting on Thursday, Sept. 21, they
passed a budget that increased the Fiscal
Year 2017-2018 millage rate greater than
the rolled back rate (which would have
kept property taxes at last year’s rate) and
See LETTERS, page 5

Correction
In the article, “Council moves millage, budget to second hearing,” in the
Sept. 13 issue of the Observer, it was
erroneously stated how much the town
budget was going to allocate to public
outreach with ReFresh Estero Boulevard
work. The allocation is $25,000, cut
back from $95,000 in last year’s budget.

Web Poll
Previous Web Poll question:
Should the town council
raise the millage rate?
∫ Yes - I support a higher millage rate. I would
support a 1.0 millage rate, 14%
∫ Yes - I support a higher millage rate. I would
support a .9 millage rate, 4%
∫ No - I do not want to raise the millage rate. I
would support remaining at a .8 millage rate, 82%

Current Web Poll question:
How prepared were you for Hurricane Irma?
∫ I was very prepared and had everything I
needed.
∫ I was mostly prepared but I learned lessons
to prepare better next time.
∫ I was not at all prepared.
Share your opinion at fortmyersbeachtalk.com

I'm a Missouri girl.
We don't have hurricanes
where I come from.
So as the days crept
closer, I had no idea what
to expect from Irma.
When the storm hit, I
thought I might see cars
and cows flying past my
apartment window.
There was one thing I
did expect from Irma —
and that expectation was
met without a doubt.
I knew when I ventured out to the beach on
Monday after the storm,
I'd arrive to see Fort
Myers Beach and San
Carlos Island's businesses and residents picking

Jessica Salmond

Editor’s
Note

themselves up and reaching
out to help each other.
Some were without
power for more than a week
or suffered damage to their
properties, but that didn't
stop them from helping others. Not a day went by that I
didn't hear about the generous acts from residents,
businesses and local organizations. One man bought
ice for his whole street. A
group of friends spent the
week clearing debris from
others' yards. Restaurants
opened as soon as they
could so people could get a
hot meal and cool off. The
acts of goodwill were endless, and I'm sure I only

heard a few of the many.
I don't live on the beach. I didn't grow
up here. But I had beach folks calling
and texting me after the storm, asking if
I made it through okay and if I needed
anything, asking if I needed a place to
get out of the heat. My beach community helped relay information to me while
my office was closed so that I could get
it out to the public.
I didn't know what to expect from a
hurricane, but I did know what to expect
from this community.
Thank you to everyone who stepped
up to help their fellow neighbors in
need in whatever way they could. We
should all be proud to be a part of this
community.
Jessica Salmond
News Editor,
Fort Myers Beach Observer

Letters to the Editor
Maureen Rischitelli, whose title is
“Director of Administrative Services”
according to the town’s webpage. So
you see how they attempt to justify their
actions while increasing the size of government.
Likewise, the news story from 1995
claimed the town would only have a
"part time" town manager. Instead, they
recently hired the person who probably
wanted to be the most highly paid of any

of the candidates for town manager, but
he might be considered "part time" since
he expects the new "finance director" to
do his work for him of preparing the
annual budget, for which the town
Charter holds the town manager responsible, not a "finance director". (Sec.
11.02 of Charter).
Leon Moyer
Fort Myers Beach
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∫ Friday, Sept. 29
Lee
County
FEMA/State
Disaster Recovery Center
Florida Gulf Coast University Emergent Technologies Institute
16301 Innovation Lane
Fort Myers, FL
10:00AM 1:00PM
For any questions, please contact
Rooney’s district offices at (239)
599-6033 or (239) 252-6225.
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∫ Wednesday, Sept. 27
Lee
County
FEMA/State
Disaster Recovery Center
Florida Gulf Coast University Emergent Technologies Institute
16301 Innovation Lane
Fort Myers, FL
10:00AM 1:00PM
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Francis Rooney’s staff will be
available to assist individuals
affected by Hurricane Irma.
Congressional staff will be
available at the following locations
and times:
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From page 4
now the budget results in a calculated tax
increase of 15.16% for next fiscal year.
This is in direct conflict with the promise
made by the proponents of town incorporation back in 1995 as noted in the news
story above! The council members also
included a new position of “finance
director” with a budgeted pay up to
$75,000 a year. The mayor claimed it
was not a new position, but one held by

Congressman
Rooney sets
up FEMA
application
assistance
locations
19
Congressman
District
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Thank you to everyone who stepped up
to help their fellow neighbors in need
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Turning on
the lights
Crews from around the
country work on Fort Myers
Beach to restore utilities
By JESSICA SALMOND

jsalmond@breezenewspapers.com

Fort Myers Beach residents Dan Allers and Megan
Zelenak sheltered the storm in a friend’s house on the
beach.
But when the storm was over, they couldn’t exactly
return to their own home.
Allers and Zelenak’s property on Avenida
Pescadora went 10 days without regaining power. But
Zelenak said she knew that it was only a matter of time.
Tuesday after the storm, the first wave of utility
trucks arrived. Zelenak said she watched as 10 of them
drove down Estero Boulevard, and she could hear residents clapping and cheering them on.
As days ticked by, residents reported seeing companies from all over the country on the beach, working.
“Everybody is really grateful those companies
banded together,” she said.
Doug Brown, a regional manager of Northern
Indiana Public Service Company (NIPSCO), brought a
crew of 44 workers, 18 bucket trucks and six digger
tractors to render aide to Florida Power and Light.
They arrived in Tampa Saturday, Sept. 9, and have
been working their way down the state ever since. On
Sept. 20, they rallied outside of Topps Supermarket
before heading out for repairwork.
“There’s mutual aide between all of the utilities,” he
said. “When there is a storm or a disaster, those who
can afford it will send crews to help.”
It’s Brown’s seventh time responding to a disaster
recovery. His last big one was Superstorm Sandy,
which hit the eastern Atlantic coast in Oct. 2012.

JESSICA SALMOND

Jack Mooneyhan, Doug Brown, Jason Higley and Justin Van Ouse work with Northern Indiana
Public Service Company (NIPSCO), and were just one of the many companies who traveled to
Florida to assist repairing the power grid.
He wasn’t sure how long of a duration his team
would be in Florida.
“FPL still needed resources,” he said. “It could be
two to three weeks, depending.”
Last week, Brown and his team joined a small village of utility workers who lived in a camp in Bonita
Springs while they worked in southwest Florida. Set up
at the Bonita Springs Greyhound Track, the camp can
hold approximately 1,000 workers, said Bill Orlove,
spokesman with FPL.
After the storm, 30 of these staging sites were set up

in the state.
“They’re like mini-cities,” Orlove said.
The out-of-state crews can eat, sleep and refuel at
these staging sites. Sleeper trailers will fit 18 to 30
workers each to spend the night.
“It’s something we learned from past storms, putting these staging sites together,” Orlove said. “It’s
part of our efforts to restore power.”
They were joined by teams from around the county.
Beach residents have reported seeing trucks from
Iowa, Missouri, Michigan, Canada, Delaware, and
many more out on the beach working.
By Friday, FPL reported that
259,350 of its 259,900 affected Lee
County customers had been restored to
power.
Orlove said as power is restored, the
staging sites will start shutting down
over the weekend.
Allers and Zelenak humorously
counted the days without power on
Facebook for their friends and family
out of state, but they didn’t complain. It
wasn’t without its challenges, though.
“You try to deal with it,” Zelenak
said. “It was a challenge for me
because I work from home quite a bit.
But we were lucky, we had somewhere
to go.”
The couple spent an extended stay
with friends whose power had returned,
along with their dog and cat. The experience, while inconvenient, did have a
positive side effect: Zelenak felt it
helped the beach’s connect to its community.
“People who did get power earlier
hosted dinner, would have people over
to cool off,” she said. “It was a great
experience for the community to come
together.”
Delmarva Power out of Delaware
staged its trucks near the beach
Thursday night.

MEETIngS
& EvEnTS
∫ Monday, Oct. 2: Town Council meeting, 9 a.m., Town Hall.
∫ Monday, Oct. 2: Fort Myers Beach Fire District final budget hearing,
5:05 p.m., Fort Myers Beach Library. Date to be confirmed at Sept. 26 meeting. Please check fmbfire.org to confirm.
∫ Friday, Sept. 29 — Sunday, Oct. 1: Island Hopper Songwriters Festival
at Fort Myers Beach, hosted by The Beaches of Fort Myers and Sanibel.
Check island-hopper.fortmyers-sanibel.com for schedules and information.
∫ Friday, Oct. 6 — Sunday, Oct. 8: 52nd annual Summerset Regatta,
hosted by the Caloosahatchee Marching and Chowder Society (CMCS). For
a schedule or to enter, visit summersetregatta.com.

Want your local community event added to the calendar? Email
jsalmond@breezenewspapers.com with the subject line “Calendar,” and include
the date, time and function.
We want your photos! What do you see in your local community? Show us! Send
us your recent photos and it could be featured in Community Corner. Email submissions to: jsalmond@breezenewspapers.com

Fort Myers Beach Observer

Lynnette Kummerer of Cape Coral snapped a photo of her son Luke, 4,
with the newest neighborhood hero — a lineman from Michigan who
came down to help after Hurricane Irma left the state without power.
Kummerer said her son loves police officers and firefighters as community heros.
“I told him the lineman our heroes too because they help get everybody’s electricity back on for them and they’re working really hard helping everyone,” she said. After that, he wanted to stop and meet some of
them and thank them for their work to help everyone.

∫ Friday, Oct. 6 — Sunday, Oct. 8: 12th Annual Fort Myers Beach Pirate
Festival. Old San Carlos Boulevard and Times Square. Check fortmyersbeach.org for more information.
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LEFT: This photo circa 1906 shows the strangler fig’s healthy, full grown trunk pictured with
settlers of the time. Photo courtesy of the Mound House.
ABOVE: Director Alison Giesen stands near the split tree, which is more than 150 years old
and stands more than 30 feet tall. Photo by JESSICA SALMOND

Strangler fig From page 1
The storm caused the oldest section of
the tree to weaken and split. Now, half of
the Mound House’s iconic fig has lived its
lifespan.
But Mound House Director Alison
Giesen said all is not lost — and the
remainder of the tree won’t be cut down.
“The other part is very healthy,” she
said. “Now we’ll shape it up.”
The remaining living tree lost many of
its leaves, but Giesen said that was a natural side effect of the hurricane-force
winds, not an indication that the rest of the
tree is dying.
Strangler figs are “walking” trees.
They start growing when a seed is
dropped atop another tree. Its roots grow
down from there, and the tree grows that
way its entire life. These “aerial roots”
help it “walk” out from its original host
tree and expand. When the root touched
down to the ground, it starts growing into
another trunk.
The part that has died was showing
signs of decay before the storm, Giesen
said. Its days were already numbered.
But part of the problem was that this
strangler fig had not been allowed to put
down any aerial roots in a long time —
and these roots are essential for the
strength and stabilization of the tree.
When Giesen assumed her position
three years ago, she noticed the fig didn’t
have the iconic dangling roots. In the past,
it’s common practice to cut them because
it’s more aesthetically pleasing and easier
to maintain, she said.
She hired a certified arborist at the time
to help her cultivate aerial roots and try to
save the weaker, oldest section. Before
Irma hit, she’d finally gotten a few roots
to grow all the way to touch the ground.

Although
she’s
pleased the rest of the
tree will survive, it
was difficult to see
the mighty tree felled
in half.
“I was heartbroken. I had worked
hard to save that
part,” she said. “But,
(the rest) will flourish. Now, we’re trying to really cultivate
those aerial roots to
JESSICA SALMOND
strengthen the tree.”
The large tree on the bay at Hercules Drive was felled by Hurricane Irma.
The William H.
Case house and the
rest of the Mound
House
grounds
escaped
relatively
While the Mound House Warrior might be a previous story. She said she would often spend a
unscathed from the
spared its life, other trees on the island and lunch under the branches, looking out over the
storm; the 1921-era
around the county did not get so lucky.
bay.
home suffered only
Hercules
Drive’s
mighty
tree
at
the
end
of
Vice Mayor Tracey Gore asked during the Sept.
the loss of a few
the street was toppled during the storm. The 21 council meeting if the tree could be righted and
porch screens and
large tree was a community focal point and saved, but staff said it was a loss.
shingles from the
street
residents adamantly protected it from any
The Edison Ford Winter Estates also suffered a
roof. One gutter
potential loss — manmade ones, that is.
loss. Its Mysore fig, near McGregor Boulevard, fell
detached, but otherHercules Drive is slated for a storm water over and exposed its beautifully-intricate root system.
wise, it was lucky,
outfall. During a meeting earlier this year, resi- Mound House Director Alison Giesen used to work
Giesen said — “Just
dents spoke up to make sure the infrastructure at the Estates before moving on to the Mound House
some small cosmetic
could go around the tree.
and she said that had been her favorite tree.
issues, nothing com“I love that tree,” said resident Penny Jarrett in
“It’s a shame,” she said. “It was so unique.”
pared to what others
have dealt with.”
Mound House volunteer Ceel Spuhler ing the tree was a protector of the Mound Hurricane Donna in the 1960s. But while
the tree might have suffered a deadly blow
has a different theory as to why the House.”
When she returned to the historical site from Hurricane Irma, the island’s historiMound House was spared significant
after the storm, Spuhler said she sat quiet- cal gem, the house, was spared.
damage.
“It fought like a warrior,” Spuhler said.
The warrior of the Mound House pro- ly and contemplated the iconic tree with
its wounds. This strangler fig was fully “Part of it let go and fell to the ground, but
tected its charge.
“That tree that was standing was a war- grown by 1906; it’s seen in most of the the warrior stood proud and protected the
rior,” she said. “I’ve always had a think- site’s oldest photographs. It survived house.”

A tribute to fallen trees

Visit sunstreamrealty.com to see more listings
We’re located directly across the street from Outrigger Beach Resort
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6231 Estero Boulevard, Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931
239-765-0077 | 800-362-3289

Starting at $489,000
Fort Myers Beach
4182 & 4192 Bay Beach Ln.

Fort Myers Beach
4401 Bay Beach Ln. #854

Waterside at Bay Beach! 3 & 4 BR turnkey
condos available with water views. Resort
style amenities and deeded beach access.
Boat slips available for purchase to owners.

Hibiscus Pointe! Top floor 3/2 turnkey condo
with canal and partial Gulf views. A boating
community with boat docks for sale and
lease. MLS#317053371

$360,000

Estero
20840 Country Creek Dr. #323

$163,000

Rivers Reach at Country Creek! 2/2 +den
turnkey 2nd floor condo with vaulted ceilings
and steps to the pool. Bundled golf community
with abundant amenities. MLS#217016035

SUNSTREAM PROPERTY

Heritage Pointe! Desirable and pet friendly
gated community near the beaches, features
2/2 units with lake views. Amenities include
resort style pool, club house and more!

Bonita Springs
8851 Colonnades Ct. #138

$124,900

San Mirage! 1 bedroom 3rd floor condo with
view of lake. Community features include
lush landscaping and resort style amenities.
MLS#217051036

Naples
25000 Tamiami Trail East

Starting at $559,000

GullWing Beach Resort! Spacious, designer
quality condos overlooking the postcardperfect beaches of Estero Island! Resort style
amenities and on-site management!

Spacious 3/3 condo with open floor plan
in Bonita Beachwalk. Community features
resort style amenities just steps from the
beach. MLS#217046493

SUNSTREAM PROPERTY

$8,500,000

Port of the Islands Resort! One of the LAST
sites in the Florida Everglades with full
development rights for an eco/adventure
resort. Ask for details! MLS#21723351

SUNSTREAM PROPERTY

Fort Myers Beach
6620 Estero Blvd.

$210,000

Starting at $219,900

Naples
221 9th Street South

Exquisite Bellasera 4 diamond luxury condos
located just minutes from downtown Naples.
Studio, 1, 2 & 3 bedrooms available. On-site
rental program available.

SUNSTREAM PROPERTY

Fort Myers Beach
6897 Estero Blvd. #114

$289,000

Estero Cove! Claim your piece of paradise in
this 2/2 turnkey condo across the street from
the beach. Featuring a tennis court, fishing
pier, nature path & more. MLS#217052286

WE’RE RECRUITING!

Fort Myers Beach
6151 Estero Blvd. #9

$289,000

Island Breeze! Spacious 2/2 turnkey condo
decorated in a nautical theme. Weekly rentals
are allowed, boat dock included. Located just
across street from the beach! MLS#217052033.

Fort Myers Beach
6640 Estero Blvd.

Starting at $435,000

Pointe Estero Beach Resort! 2 bedroom/ 2
bath designer decorated turnkey furnished
condos! Very successful on-site rental
program available.

Top 5 Reasons to Join Our Team
1 Boutique Brokerage
2 Earn up to 100% Commission
3 Professional In-House Marketing Team and Monthly
Marketing Incentive
4 NO ADDED FEES / FREE Oﬃce Space
5 Award Winning, Class A Commercial Oﬃce Building
Contact us today! 239-765-0077 ext. #246
SunStream Realty is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Offers presented herein are subject to
sale, error, withdrawal or revisions.

SunStream Realty, LLC | Equal Housing Opportunity | 6231 Estero Boulevard, Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931

Fort Myers Beach Observer

Starting at $214,900

Fort Myers
Lake Circle Dr.

Bonita Springs
4450 Chickee Hut Ct. #104
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Waterways From page 1
And the bad news for most is that
seawalls aren’t covered by homeowners
insurance.
“My friends in the business are getting 200 to 400 calls (for estimates),”
Wheeler said. “My biggest concern is
your value just went into the canal.”
With homeowner’s insurance not
typically covering seawall damage,
many people will have to pay out of
pocket or get a bank loan with a high
interest rate. Costs depend on the complications on a property as well as the
size of the wall to be replaced, Stokes
said. There has to be room to get heavy
equipment into someone’s back yard,
which means maneuvering around
docks, boat lifts and small setbacks. If
there isn’t enough space to drive equipment behind a home, it can be done by
barge — but fewer companies offer
that, he said. Costs could vary between
$500 to $700 per foot, he estimated —
so, a 100-foot seawall replacement
could cost $50,000 and more.
This widespread issue could really
put a dent in property and home values,
Wheeler said.
“The good news is, homeowners can
apply for an assistance loan or remediation,” he said. “Homeowners and local
governments should apply to FEMA.”
Seawall damage is a county-wide
problem. On San Carlos Island, residents from Emily Lane have reported
26 different areas of failure, said
Charlie Whitehead, the street’s association president.
“A lot of people are living hand to
mouth already,” he said. “Some people
can write a check.”
Whitehead got in contact with
Clarence Hood, owner of Geno Hood
Construction in Vero Beach. He’s hoping the Emily Lane residents can find a
way to do the seawall by one contractor
to save money.
“It’s a lot of work,” Hood said.
“There was every type of failure.”
Even though his business is based on
the other coast, he’s gotten a load of
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JESSICA SALMOND

Senator Bill Nelson discusses storm Nelson toured various parts of Florida’s damage from Hurricane Irma, and
damage Wednesday, Sept. 20.
stopped at Chris-Tel Construction president Howard Wheeler’s home to
calls from this area. Despite the unfor- see an example of local seawall damage. Cape Coral Mayor Marni Sawicki
joined the visit.
tunate situation, Hood is fascinated by
Stokes can’t speak for other compa“It needs to be a coordinated effort,”
the physics of the storm’s actions that
he said. “Otherwise the weak point next nies, but his is already getting a massive
caused the walls to fail.
load of calls from people needing sea“This force was phenomenal,” Hood time will affect it.”
Cape Coral Mayor Marni Sawicki, wall repair from the storm.
said. “I’m fascinated. I want to solve
The wide spread of damage on the
who attended Nelson’s visit, said she’s
this riddle.”
Nelson’s answer for the majority of spoken with marine companies in Cape Gulf coast could impact the cost and
seawall loss was to vigorously apply to Coral and they’ve already gotten a flood availability of the materials and the
Federal
Emergency
Management of at least 800 calls for estimates by labor needed to do the job.
“There’s been a shortage of skilled
Agency (FEMA) or try to get a small Sept 20.
“That’s without snowbirds,” she labor here since 2007, when the econobusiness disaster loan for the replacemy turned,” he said. “It’s been coming
ment. But, he also said FEMA “has said.
Potential loans or FEMA funding back, but slowly. It’s a big mess.”
been busy” with Hurricane Harvey in
Another consequence will be to those
Texas and the whole state of Florida for aside, the actual work to be done could
who can afford to pay out for seawall
Hurricane Irma; now, Hurricane Maria be a problem as well.
Stokes is the president of his compa- repair and those who have to wait for
threatens Puerto Rico and the U.S.
ny. Before anyone even heard about FEMA funding.
Virgin Islands.
“People who don’t need to wait for
The issue is also tied to the fact that Irma, before the storm had developed,
one person’s seawall is connected to the his company was already backlogged by FEMA are already contracting out,” he
neighbor’s. If one person can fix the 7 weeks of work — just regular jobs. said. “So some folks are even farther
wall and another person can’t, it will Now, on top of those jobs, the storm behind.”
work is piling up, too.
cause a problem in the next storm.
See WATERWAYS, page 27

JESSICA SALMOND

Waterways From page 10
ing trouble with FEMA, the homeowner
needs to reach out to representatives.
“Tell them to call Bill Nelson,” he said.
Nelson brought staff with him from his
Washington D.C. office to help those in
need fill out FEMA applications. But it

will be weeks or even months before the
work will get done.
Some locations, like Whitehead’s
property, are at risk. Without the seawall,
erosion is only expedited. Hood helped
Whitehead lay down riprap, a durable

material, and pavers to prevent immediate
erosion.
“I predict we’ll be doing seawall
repairs well into 2018, no if’s, and’s or
but’s about it,” Stokes said.
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Estero Island Yacht and Racquet
1 & 2 Bedrooms Available 1 Week Min. Rentals
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Senator Nelson wouldn’t say how long
it would take locals to actually get FEMA
money in their hands. He was able to get
the first FEMA representative in Lee
County to arrive in Lehigh Acres in the
last week. But he said if someone is hav-
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Howard Wheeler,
owner of Chris-Tel
Construction,
shows the erosion
in his neighbor’s
property due to a
failed seawall.
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Council From page 1
Council Member Anita Cereceda dissented, saying she could not support the
budget because it included a parking fee
increase from $2 to $3 an hour.
“I didn’t like the parking thing when
Roger told me about it and I still don’t like
it,” Cereceda said. “People think twice
about spending $6 to go to Sanibel, and
now you’ll be paying $6 to eat at Smokin’
Oyster.”
Council Member Joanne Shamp said
the parking increase could encourage people to use other modes of transportation to
the beach, such as the trolley, or walking
or biking.
The parking fee increase will act as a
revenue source for a long-term capital
improvement plan, a program the town
lacked before and what became one of
Hernstadt’s top goals to create.
A re-instated position was budgeted for

the 2017-2018 budget, to hire a finance
director with a salary not to exceed
$75,000. Robert Lang, who has been
assisting with the budget process, will fill
that role as a contracted employee.
Before, the town’s finances were cared
for by a combination of interim town
manager Jim Steele and Director of
Services
Maureen
Administrative
Rischitelli, Hernstadt said. Rischitelli has
retired, and Hernstadt will have her position’s duties covered by Lang and another
contract employee, Marta Fernandez, who
will manage the town’s human resources,
insurance and procurement needs. Her
contract is approximately $31.25 per
hour.
Both employees are on contract, meaning they do not receive the benefits package a full-time town employee is offered,
and each will work about 30 hours a

Garden Club to host
first meeting of season
The Estero Island Garden Club will
hold its first meeting of the new season on Monday, Oct. 16 at 9 a.m. at
the Fort Myers Beach Women’s Club
– a new venue– located at 175
Sterling Ave. The program will focus
on plants for container gardening and
butterfly gardens. The speakers are

Lee County Master Gardeners and
their talk begins at 9:15 a.m. The
business meeting will follow the
speakers at 10:30 a.m. Anyone interested in the club is encouraged to
attend – all are welcome. Come join
us to start off the season at this new
meeting location.

week. Hernstadt said the town would
spend less on the two part-time employees
than one full-time town employee because
of lack of benefits packages.
Lang noticed the town had erroneously
been submitting sales tax to the state in
excess of $70,000 annually; that costsavings will help the town pay for his contract, Hernstadt said.
The council once again had the “annual teeth gnashing,” a term coined by
Shamp to refer to the yearly discussion
about funding or not funding the two signature fireworks shows, Fourth of July
and New Years Eve. Hernstadt had appropriated $52,000 for fireworks funding
and told the council there was enough
money in the budget to either contribute to
half of each event or pay for one full
event.
But there was a debate about how
much one event actually costs, because
the budgeted amount did not include the
cost of the bill from the Lee County
Sheriff’s Office for extra officers on the
beach during the event. The budget
included $50,000 in a separate line item
to pay for special police detail on busy
holiday weekends and other high-volume
times, such as spring break or Memorial
Day.
“We need to be transparent about the
cost,” Vice Mayor Tracey Gore said. “It
really costs $120,000 to do both.”
She was including the estimates of
sheriff detail and fire department assistance, as well as staff time. She and several other council members suggested the
town should dedicate to paying for the

Death Notices

Pine Island

North Fort Myers

James W. Kennedy, 87, of St. James City, passed
away Sunday, September 17, 2017. Mullins Memorial
Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Cape Coral, is
entrusted with final care

Sylvia Alma Phillips, 69, of North Fort Myers, FL
passed away on September 16, 2017. Arrangements are
by Coral Ridge Funeral Home and Cemetery, Cape
Coral Chapel. Visit www.coralridgefuneralhome.com
for additional information.
William George Peter, 89, of Fort Myers, passed
away Friday, September 15, 2017. Mullins Memorial
Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Fort Myers, is
entrusted with final care
Steven Mark Gilles, 32, of North Ft. Myers, FL
passed away Thursday, September 7, 2017. Mullins
Memorial Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Cape
Coral, is entrusted with final care.
Bonnie Delores LeJeune, 79 of North Fort Myers, FL
passed away on September 18, 2017. Arrangements are
by Coral Ridge Funeral Home and Cemetery, Cape
Coral Chapel. Visit www.coralridgefuneralhome.com
for additional information.
Ransom Solomon Brooks, Jr, 30, of North Ft. Myers,
FL passed away Saturday, September 16, 2017. Mullins
Memorial Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Cape
Coral, is entrusted with final care.

Fort Myers
Katherine G. Bailey, 86, of Shell Point Village passed
away September 17, 2017.
Arrangements by
www.harvey-engelhardt.com

Bokeelia
Dick K. Taylor, 68, of Bokeelia, passed away
Tuesday, September 19, 2017. Mullins Memorial
Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Cape Coral, is
entrusted with final care

Bonita Springs
Dennis Andron Wainwright, 62, of Bonita Springs,
passed away September 13, 2017. Mullins Memorial
Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Cape Coral, is
entrusted with final care

Alva
William “Dub” Marcellus Terrell, 105, of Alva,
passed away Saturday, September 16, 2017. Mullins
Memorial Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Fort
Myers, is entrusted with final care

Charlotte County
Albert Stuart, 80, of Punta Gorda, FL passed away on
September 8, 2017. Arrangements entrusted to Fuller
Metz Cremation and Funeral Service. www.fullermetz.com

Lehigh Acres
Veronica E. Coyle, 100, of Lehigh Acres, FL passed
away September 11, 2017. Arrangements by www.harvey-engelhardt.com

Fourth of July event and fireworks and
allow the community to fundraise and
manage the New Year’s Eve event.
Cereceda opposed dedicating funding to only July 4, saying that whether
or not there were fireworks there would
be people on the beach for the two holidays and the Sheriff’s Office would
bill them regardless. Since the town still
plans to do the annual cupcakes for the
town’s birthday and the ball drop,
Hernstadt said it is likely the Sheriff’s
Office will want to put more deputies
on the beach on New Year’s Eve even
without fireworks.
“Anything that attracts a crowd, the
Sheriff’s Office will ask the town to contribute,” he said.
The funding for that can still come out
of the $50,000 pot; Hernstadt said the
line could get fuzzy, though, about where
the town’s event stops and the privatelyorganized fireworks begins on New Years
Eve.
“We’ve raised parking fees, raised the
millage, cut salaries and we’re cutting this
event,” Cereceda said. “This town
deserves both.”
The council approved funding to the
Fourth of July event with a not-to-exceed
amount of $72,000, which would include
police detail.
Mayor Dennis Boback also opposed
the funding in a 3-2 vote, because he didn’t think the town should spend that much
money on the event.
“I think it was a good budget,”
Hernstadt said. “It puts the town in a
strong financial position.”

Frederick J. Flick, 77, of Cape Coral, FL passed away
on September 20, 2017. Arrangements are by Coral
Ridge Funeral Home and Cemetery, Cape Coral. Visit
www.coralridgefuneralhome.com for additional information.
James L. Burkholder, 68, of Cape Coral, FL passed
away on September 20, 2017. Arrangements are by
Coral Ridge Funeral Home and Cemetery, Cape Coral.
Visit www.coralridgefuneralhome.com for service
information.
Josephine J Cadsawan, 95, of Cape Coral, FL passed
away on September 19, 2017. Arrangements entrusted
to Fuller Metz Cremation and Funeral Service.
www.fullermetz.com
William C. Rhoad, 76, of Cape Coral, FL passed
away on September 16, 2017. Arrangements entrusted
to Fuller Metz Cremation and Funeral Service.
www.fullermetz.com
Albert A Burns, 90, of Cape Coral, FL passed away
on September 12, 2017. Arrangements entrusted to
Fuller Metz
Cremation and Funeral Service.
www.fullermetz.com
Veronica J. Hanna, 97, of Cape Coral, FL passed
away on September 18, 2017. Arrangements entrusted
to Fuller Metz Cremation and Funeral Service.
www.fullermetz.com
Consuelo Ann Wyatt, 67, of Cape Coral, FL passed
away on September 16, 2017. Arrangements entrusted
to Fuller Metz Cremation and Funeral Service.
www.fullermetz.com
Frederick H. Borden, 90, of Cape Coral, FL passed
away on September 17, 2017. Arrangements entrusted
to Fuller Metz Cremation and Funeral Service.
www.fullermetz.com
Mary Elizabeth Goodman, 77, of Cape Coral, FL
passed away on September 11, 2017. Arrangements
entrusted to Fuller Metz Cremation and Funeral Service.
www.fullermetz.com

By MEGHAN McCOY

mmccoy@breezenewspapers.com

Hot Heads

MEGHAN MCCOY

Sanderlings and runny turnstones are receiving critical care.
the patients CROW has received since influx of patients also coincides with
staff returned back to the island after CROW’s busy time of year because of the
approach of red tide season.
Hurricane Irma.
“We do see an upswing in the number
“I think maybe when there is flooding
the turtles get caught in places they don’t of patients we get in, so it is approaching
normally go and are trying to get back that time. We were kind of slow before
home. So, they are crossing roads more the hurricane, which was good for us
because we didn’t have to evacuate as
frequently,” Hill said.
Baby squirrels are another patient they many patients,” Hill said.
During the mandatory evacuation, she
continue to see a lot of at the hospital.
“I think people have found a lot of joined Hospital Director Dr. Heather
them blown out of their nests. Even if they Barron, and other staff, at the Downtown
fell to the ground during the storm, if Fort Myers Holiday Inn to take care of the
there is any chance of reuniting them with patients that had to be evacuated.
“It definitely had its challenges, just
their parents we want to encourage that.
The mom and dads are usually near by feeding the babies without power.
and
will
tend to the
babies
if
they
find
them,” Hill
said.
T h e
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The Clinic for the Rehabilitation of
Wildlife started to see an influx of patients
the second week post Hurricane Irma as
more people made their way home and
their drop-off locations reopened, providing CROW with the opportunity to make
daily pickups.
“It started a little slow. I don’t think a
lot of people were here. We were only
getting a few a day,” CROW Veterinary
Intern Dr. Julia Hill said. “Even the first
since Specialized Veterinary Services was
still open through the whole event, they
had taken in many patients for us. We got
in a bunch, mostly baby animals from
them.”
As of Wednesday, Sept. 20, they had
24 ICU patients. The day before they had
seven patients.
“It is growing very quickly,” Hill said.
Although the animals are coming from
all over the county, she said they have had
quite a few people walk-in to the clinic to
drop off a patient.
“We had three or four yesterday and a
couple today,” Hill said Wednesday afternoon. “They are finding things on
Sanibel, but not Sanibel specifically.”
Birds that seem to be weak and emaciated are a large amount of the patients.
“We think that a lot of that has to do
with them not being able to eat very well,
or got blown off course. They might have
had illnesses and infections beforehand
that weren’t hurting them, but just present. But then they had to face a few days
of hardship and those things could have
definitely caused a problem,” Hill said.
A large amount of the patients are
shorebirds such as sanderlings and ruddy
turnstones, which Hill said is abnormal
for them to receive. She said it usually
indicates that something is going on the
beaches and in the water that is affecting
the birds.
“I don’t know what specifically that is.
We don’t know if there is a red tide coming, or toxins. We don’t know what the
cause is, but they are coming in in unusual numbers,” Hill said.
A fair number of turtles that have been
hit by cars is another good percentage of

Everyone did a really great job. We all
kind of pulled together to do that. It could
have been so much worse. It was only a
few days. It was great that we were able to
move them out quickly and get them back
quickly,” Hill said. “The hotel did amazing in accommodating us and helping us
with whatever they could. They were willing to get us an extra room where we
could keep the babies in. It was very helpful to have them support us.”
Although it was a stressful situation to
care for all of the animals, their own families and homes, she said she was really
proud of the staff for handling the situation so maturely.
“It really showed how much they loved
CROW and cared about their work,” Hill
said.
Now post Hurricane Irma, the biggest
challenge Hill said is they have a lot of
patients to take care of during a time of
year when students and volunteers are
sparse.
“We still have some work to do with
the outside enclosures that were damaged
in the storm. We do have to repair those.
We troubleshooted a lot during this storm
of things we may need,” Hill said. “We
have determined some things that we are
going to need in the future, such as a new
van. We are going to need to put effort
into getting it to make our lives run
smoother in the long run, or even for normal operations.”
On Friday, Sept. 15, a group of 14 volunteers arrived at CROW to help clean up
the debris from Hurricane Irma. In addition, many individuals have also purchased items off of their Amazon wish
list.
“We had a huge outreach from the
community, which we really appreciated,” Hill said. “The cleanup happened so
quickly because people were willing to
help.”
For more information, or to donate,
visit www.crowclinic.org.
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CROW experiencing influx of animals second
week after Hurricane Irma impacted area

Week of Wednesday, September 27, 2017 n Page 30
fortmyersbeachtalk.com
Fort Myers Beach Observer

#, #&#-2
,) # & , .+#-2
( #-, .A45?8 GB JBE>
8A<87
58A89<GF 08 64A ;8?C 0#( BE C4L
BAG46G
<?? !BE7BA
ABG;<A:
*&
)+ ')' -;8 A4G<BAOF
FFB6<4G8F 4G
GB
?4E:8FG F8A<BE ?<I<A: E898EE4? F8EI<68 FG4EG LBHE 4CC?<64G<BA GB74L
BAG46G BHE GEHFG87 ?B64? 8KC8EGF
AB B5?<
GB74L )HE F8EI<68 <F +
:4G<BA 4??
FFAD@7K ;HAD57 8DA?
D77 A@EG>F3F;A@
FFAD@7K *7BD7E7@F3F;A@
&A 5AGDF :73D;@9 G@5A@F7EF76
AEF 7J5>G676
/;>>E 8DA?
(DA43F7 8DA?
FFAD@7K % @6D7I +34A>
A>A@;3> #
F %K7DE

@CGL -EH6> +8GHEA<A: GB
'<?J4H>88
;<64:B
'<7J8FG 4E84 4A 'BI8
0;B?8 "BHF8 BE ,<A:?8
#G8@F
2 -4@C4 GB
" ( 2' ( )+
)E?4A7B -4><A: 64E8 B9 LBHE CEBC8E
6G
GL A887F @4=BE 4A7 @<ABE
*EBC8EGL '4<AG8A4A68
JJJ 46GCEBC8EGLE8C4<E 6B@

?DH<?8E 8 .G8EB
L @4F
C4E '4AHG8A6<BA
LH74ABF AB
CB78@BF -8A8E "<=BF &?4@4 4
(H8FGE4 5B:474
?
4E

?84A<A: .C . #A6
*BF<G<BAF I4<?45?8
"BHF8 ?84A8EF (88787

G 'L8EF 4C8 BE4? FHEEBHA7<A:
H?? -<@8 BE *4EG -<@8
4E84F
:4F 4??BJ4A68
"BHE?L E4G8
5BAHF8F 54F87 HCBA CE<BE 8KC8E<
8A68 'HFG ;4I8 GE4AFCBEG4G<BA
BE
4?? ;4E

,HM4AA8

,6;87H?8E A88787 GB @4A4:8 6?<8AG
4CCGF 9BE 5HFL E8F<78AG<4? 6?84A<A:
6B@C4AL 0BE> 9EB@ ;B@8 49G8E <A<
G<4? GE4<A<A: 'HFG 58 CEB9<6<8AG J<G;
F@4EG C;BA8F :BB:?8 64?8A74E 4A7
;4I8 8K68??8AG 6HFGB@8E F8EI<68
F><??F *4L 6B@@8AFHE4G8 J<G;
4?? ,H8
8KC8E<8A68

,C86GEH@ -E<C?8 *?4L -/ #AG8EA8G
84
' C8E F86
/B<68 9BE
BA7 FC887 (B 6BAGE46G BE 6B@@<G
@8AG 08 5HL LBHE 8K<FG<A: 6BAGE46G
HC GB

@8E<64OF *E8@<8E
'B5<?8"8?C
?8EG ,LFG8@
'B5<?8 '87<64?
0;8G;8E LBHOE8 ;B@8 BE 4J4L BE
,498GL 4A7 C8468 B9 @<A7 (B ?BA:
G8E@ 6BAGE46GF E88 5EB6;HE8 4??
$/ 1+ ( 1!&
GB74L
,'( '$$ *+
AD @F;CG7E DF
)12! (
ALG<@8 ALJ;8E8 (B
GD@;FGD7 %GE;53>
G4A>F GB E89<?? (B 78?<I8E<8F -;8 ??
!@EFDG?7@FE
(8J #AB:8A )A8 ! <F BA?L
#@;5= =@35=E &3GF;53>
CBHA7F
4CCEBI87 +
<A9B
,AKE "7I7>DK %;>;F3DK
><G
-@GEG3> '4<75FE
*BEG45?8 )KL:8A BA68AGE4GBE @4L
ME
ME
ME GD@;FGD7
58 6BI8E87 5L '87<64E8 +86?4<@
3>> ;>> 3F
<A78C8A78A68 4A7 @B5<?<GL J<G; G;8
6B@C46G 78F<:A 4A7 ?BA: ?4FG<A:
54GG8EL B9 #AB:8A )A8 E88 <A9BE@4
," * # 9BE HA8KC<E87 F84?87 G<BA ><G 4??
#
-# - ,- ,-+#*,
2
* 2' (*+ * # F;<CC<A: ,GBC )/ +* 2#(! 9BE LBHE CE8
F6E<CG<BAF , /
4?? BHE ?<68AF87
"#!" ,- *+# ,
4A47<4A 4A7 #AG8EA4G<BA4? C;4E@4
4??
6L 6B@C4E8 CE<68F 4A7 :8G
JJJ 4F; <458G<6,HCC?<8F 6B@
)
LBHE 9<EFG CE8F6E<CG<BA
4??
0 ()&
$ * ( ,
CEB@B
6B78
')-)+ 2 & , % 0 , %# 3
%3
%3
/# !+
# &#,
C<??F 9BE
3 + %3
'%
C<??F 9BE
+
F;<CC<A:
0
"
()
CE8F6E<CG<BAF
A88787
'BA8L
"
,
546> :H4E4AG887
,
,
%"
%"
,.3.%# !,
!")( /# !+
'! 4A7 # &#, @:
%
1
*<??F
+
,* # &
,"
:H4E4AG887
+
HF4 6?4FF<6EHA ,;<CC<A:
&&
A8EF 6B@
"45?4@BF FC4AB?
04?> <A GH5F '4>8 LBHE BE7<A4EL
54G;EBB@ 1-+ )+ #( +2 <A =HFG
BA8 74L
B99 J4?> <A GH5F
*?HF 9E88 ;84G87 F84G 4?? 9BE ?<I8
)+ , &
*BJ8E;BEF8 *BEG45?8 ;8?C
!8A8E4GBE
04GGF
,HE:8
E4A7 (8J FG<?? <A 5BK
4??

, &# 1'-;4A> LBH ,4<AG $H78
9BE 4AFJ8E87 CE4L8E
"8 ?<FG8AF GB (BI8A4

#+&#( ' " (# -+ #(#(!
!8G
68EG<9<64G<BA GB JBE> 9BE
4<E?<A8F
<A4A6<4? <7 <9 DH4?<9<87
$B5 C?468@8AG 4FF<FG4A68 "BHF<A:
4FF<FG4A68 4?? I<4G<BA #AFG<GHG8 B9
'4<AG8A4A68
/# -#)(
+ +, "4A7F BA
GE4<A<A: 9BE 64E88E BCCBEGHA<G<8F <A
4I<4G<BA @4AH946GHE<A: 4A7 @BE8
<A4A6<4? 4<7 9BE DH4?<9<87 FGH78AGF
$B5 C?468@8AG 4FF<FG4A68 4?? #'

GENERAL
LABOR
Part Time
Ability to lift 50lbs.
APPLY IN PERSON:
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2 Weeks

$40.00
includes photo

239-574-5644

SALES & RENTALS
All of Lee County

Call Today!
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COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

LEASE, PURCHASE
& RENT TO OWN HOMES
AVAILABLE.
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Open House?

Get More
Traffic
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SUMMER
MAINTENANCE
$39.95
COMPLETE SYSTEM

+

239-574-5644
Call Today!

FREE ESTIMATES &
SECOND OPINION
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Sales, Service
Installations
Vetás & Senior Discount
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CUSTOM DOCKS
& BOAT LIFTS

*Central A/C Systems
*Refrigeration
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24óHOUR SERVICE
NO OVERTIME CHARGES
FAMILY
OWNED/OPERATED
Lic#CAC1817070

(239) 573-2086

""

" #
(($! &
* )-!

* )-!

$$

WE BUILD QUALITY
DOCKS
HC CARPENTRY INC.
OVER 20 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE
ALL IN LEE COUNTY.

www.marinedocks.net

Call (239) 561-8074
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Free Estimates on
Replacement Systems

captivasanibel
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captivasanibel
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Builders, Landlords
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INSTANT REBATES
AVAILABLE
óAir Purification Systems
óHigh Efficiency Systems
óDuct Cleani ng
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(239) 247-9409
Se Habla Espanol
www. BlueBreezeHVAC.com
Insured/Lic#CAC1816944
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25yrs experience
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Residential & Commercial

Breeze Newspapers
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$2,900.00

Starting at $35
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Fort Myers Beach Observer

Real Estate
Advertising
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STARTING AS LOW AS

6 Communities
150,000 Readers
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www.homehuntersusa.com
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239-352-3301
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Sell your car, boat, truck,
SUV, RV or motorcycle
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Call for locations & more info

Transportation
Advertising
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ESR Florida
Construction Inc

22 Years Experience
In SW Florida.

Residential & Commercial
Remodeling

a Plant/ Tree Installation
a Custom Concrete
Borders
a Brick Pavers
a Decorative Stone
& Mulch

*Kitchens & Bathrooms
*Additions
*Roofing
*Pools
*Pavers & Decks
*Complete Landscaping
Service
Call

239-400-9758
esrflconst@gmail.com
State Licensed & Insured
CGC005007

q FREE ESTIMATESq
q
$1,600.00 Four Zones
New Installation
Includes Permit
2 Year Warranty

Visa/Master/Discover Accepted

239-590-9966

Installation & Repair
FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1981
LEE#LSO200031
CAPE#06938
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ESR Florida
Construction Inc

*Kitchens & Bathrooms
*Additions
*Roofing
*Pools
*Pavers & Decks
*Complete Landscaping
Service
Call

239-400-9758
esrflconst@gmail.com
State Licensed & Insured
CGC005007
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Friendly Service - Fair Price

Call John
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Your Handyman in Lee County

Home Maintenance
Plumbing
Electrical
Carpentry
Painting
Pressure Washing

239-599-4152
Licensed and Insured
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Residential & Commercial
Remodeling
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Your Handyman in Lee County

Home Maintenance
Plumbing
Electrical
Carpentry
Painting
Pressure Washing
Friendly Service - Fair Price

Call John

239-599-4152
Licensed and Insured
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We Beat Any Price! Free Boxes!
Senior Discount! No Hidden Fees!
Lic. & Ins. 15 years Experience!
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QUALITY WORK &
AFFORDABLE PRICES!
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q q AFFORDABLEq

bocagrandetalk
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Fort Myers Beach Observer

Complete Landscaping
From
Design To Completion!

%

#/<2@1/>7<5

;B@A ;3<A7=< 1=B>=< >?7=? A=
>?3:7;7</?F 3@A7;/A3

= !A

::

(.- ##
'#+$ !%
&&() -!% &-)
#&&() "!*
%)
* )
)& !*)
!
+** ()
#!

(

0@=:BA3:F

=<@A?B1A7=<

H B@A=; (3;=23:7<5I
"7A163<@ /A6@
:==?@ ==?@ -7<2=D@
?FD/:: )AB11=
=<1?3A3
B@A=; /?>3<A?F *?7;
#!

%
- * (
* (

(

/:: :: '?=
-/A3? 3/A3?@

fortmyersbeachtalk
.com

DDD /::>?=D/A3?63/A3?@ 1=;
#71

' (
*
' !%* ()

#=D ?/A3@
'?3@@B?3 -/@6
!<A3?7=?@
EA3?7=?@
'==: 319@
?7C3D/F@
-/::>/>3? (3;=C/:
!< :=?72/ @7<13
:3E /<2 *?7@6
#713<@32 !<@B?32
,!)
$ )* ( (

:: &BA '/7<A7<5 !<1

+(*6

Complete Remodeling
Of Your Home
*
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No Job To Small
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24 Hour Emergency
Service
*

Serving All of Lee County
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Call Jon

239-747-9282
Licensed & Insured
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Call Us For All Of Your
Plumbing Needs
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âStraight Forward Pricingã

239-772-7200
Lic. & Ins. CFCO35738
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ESR Florida
Construction Inc
Residential & Commercial
Remodeling

*Kitchens & Bathrooms
*Additions
*Roofing
*Pools
*Pavers & Decks
*Complete Landscaping
Service
Call

Installation & Repair

239-400-9758
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$1,600.00 Four Zones
New Installation
Includes Permit
2 Year Warranty
A+ RATED - ANGIES LIST

Installation & Repair
2C?<ED5<I B55 CD9=1D5C

% *#K+
*5C3B55>9>7
+

L &,*0/ 0+
'G>5B '@5B1D54
$935>C54

!>CEB54

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1981
LEE#LSO200031
CAPE#06938
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ESR Florida
Construction Inc

*Kitchens & Bathrooms
*Additions
*Roofing
*Pools
*Pavers & Decks
*Complete Landscaping
Service
Call

239-400-9758
esrflconst@gmail.com
State Licensed & Insured
CGC005007
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esrflconst@gmail.com
State Licensed & Insured
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Residential & Commercial
Remodeling

pineislandeagle.com
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Taylorás Total
Tree Service
One call we do it all.
We offer lot clearing
forestry or stump grinding
Tree removal and trimming

Chris Taylor
239-995-TREE (8733)

Fort Myers Beach Observer

A+ RATED - ANGIES LIST

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1981
LEE#LSO200031
CAPE#06938
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$1,600.00 Four Zones
New Installation
Includes Permit
2 Year Warranty
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Serving Lee Cnty Since 1989
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SERVICE & REPAIRS
100% SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED
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