For ongoing storm recovery coverage visit: www.fortmyersbeachtalk.com
Week of SePTeMBeR 13, 2017

FLIER INSIDE

VOLUME 32, NUMBER 37

Community
comes together
with helping
hands and
hot meals
By JESSICA SALMOND

jsalmond@breezenewspapers.com

Sunday night, the wind howled and
the rain pounded.
Monday morning, a new sound
filled the beach air: the constant hum
of generators.
Hurricane Irma was predicted to hit
Lee County as a category 4 storm, but
first passed through Marco Island,
which weakened the storm to a category 2.
Lee County issued a mandatory
evacuation for the barrier islands
Friday, and a majority of Fort Myers
Beach residents fled the low-lying
island with no idea if they would have
a home to come back to after the
storm.
“It was terrifying,” said Mitch
Pacyna, a resident of Hercules Drive.
“It was the first time I was every worried about a storm.”
Beach residents and business owners were allowed to return to the island
See NOT BROKEN, page 6
The Reverend Shawn Critser
and his daughter, Mallie, prepare
plates for a hungry crowd at
Beach Baptist. JESSICA SALMOND
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G R EAT B U Y O N ES TER O IS L A N D

3BD /2.5BA hom e w /Bay & G ulf view s! Vaulted ceilings,
french doors,covered balcony overlooking pool&
w aterfront,tw o-story screen enclosure & a dock w ith lift.
M L S #217054600 $674,900

Turnkey furnished & professionally decorated 1BD Estero Beach
& Tennis condo.Feellike you’re on a cruise ship w atching
sunset.N ew granite & quartz counters,furniture & m ore.
M L S #217050730 $349,000

H om e is located just2 back from the Estero Bay kayak
boatram p and justa shortw alk to the w hite sandy
beach.M ake your vision com e to life atthis residence.
M L S #217047460 $325,000

EX C EP TIO N A L W ATER S ID E P EN TH O U S E

N IC E IN C O M E P R O P ER TY

TH IS IS TR U E PA R A D IS E

M asterfully designed 3BD turnkey furnished condo w /
gourm etSS kitchen & panoram ic w ater view s.This condo also
com es w /2 large enclosed parking spaces,cabana & boatslip.
M L S #217017681 $1,899,000

D uplex.Each unithas 2BD w /an en-suite bath,screened in
porch entryw ay,tile floors & kit.updates.Low m aintenance
lotw /nice landscaping.Q uick w alk to beach access.
M L S #216074740 $420,000

Turnkey furnished 2BD /2BA Islands End condo w /G ulf
& Lovers Key State Park view s. Lots of w indow s for
view s and cross breezes.Easy on & off of the island.
M L S #216017077 $465,000
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2BD + D en/2BA C athedralceilings,new AC ,electric storm
shutters,Lanai’s front& back,updated appl.& solid
surface counters in kit.& baths.O ne car detached garage.
M L S #217055218 $239,000

3BR/2BA greatroom w /cathedralceilings.Kitchen w /granite,
new appliances.Freshly painted.M aster bath updates.Pool
updates.2-car garage.C onvenientsouth FM neighborhood.
M L S #216080353 $289,900

C om e live the beach life in this fabulous south Fort
M yers Beach hom e! Furnished for lots of fam ily,siton
the beach allw inter,entertainm ent& dining are close
by.Bring your pet.M L S #217052843

L
L
#1 Selling O ffice on FortM yersBeach
ofResidentialPropertiesforover9 Years!(2008-2017)*
*Based on inform ation from the Southw estFlorida M LS G roup for the period 01-01-08 to 8-31-17 for FB01-FB07

239-463-0000

w w w .fm bsun.com • sales@ fm bsun.com
6035 Estero Blvd.,FortM yers Beach,FL 33931
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Word on the Beach
What have you learned from previous hurricanes?

Charlie Whitehead
San Carlos Island

Margie Titus
San Carlos Island

Kathy Young
Iona

Roger Hernstadt
Fort Myers Beach

Anita Cereceda
Fort Myers Beach

“I sent my family to a hotel
inland and stayed for
Hurricane Charley until we
lost TV, I learned next time
I’m going to the hotel too.”

“I’ve been through Andrew,
Charley, Wilma and Jean and
worked with the Red Cross
during George. I learned there
are always people worse off.
Count your blessings.”

“Storms bring out people’s
true colors, good and bad.”

“Take it seriously. Prepare
for the worst and don’t gamble on the best. Material
things can be replaced.”

“Don’t be a hero. Protect
your family, pets and friends.
Stuff can be replaced.”
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Farewell, Times Square
To the editor:
Hurricane Irma is taking aim at Fort
Myers Beach. We all need to say farewell
to Times Square... Enjoy one last meal at
the great restaurants… Take some final
photos…
It is very distressing to think about when
(not if!) a major storm surge will destroy
Times Square. Times Square will never be
rebuilt as it is now. FEMA will not allow
buildings on the ground at pedestrian level
and the financing and property insurance
would be nearly impossible to obtain.
It is so frustrating to know that our town
had an opportunity to work with TPI
Hospitality and prevent such a disaster!
Mr. Torgerson was willing to invest millions of dollars into our community, but
before a proposal was even formally submitted a few uninformed vocal residents

began a campaign to destroy any new idea.
The town council responded horribly and
did the property owners of this island a
huge disservice.
Why is the Fort Myers Beach town
council so adversarial with a developer that
wants to work with us?!! We could have
had the coastal protection system (and a
nice boardwalk along the shore) in place by
now.
Now it is too late to get a protection system in place for hurricane Irma. It is also
likely too late to work with a friendly
developer… Even after the rude reception
TPI Hospitality received, Mr. Torgerson
offered to DONATE the coastal protection
system design to the town. But our totally
irresponsible town council would not even
accept the gift!!
After Times Square is gone the residents
will scream to get it back, but the process

of our town council attempting to get federal and state money to rebuild will we
slow and painful. New buildings would
need to be elevated or a coastal protection
system would need to be designed and constructed. Working with the federal and
state government will allow very little local
input like we could have had with TPI.
Maybe around the year 2030 we can all
enjoy the new elevated Times Square!
It would be great to work with TPI on
the traffic problem also. But our town
council can only function by treating all
outside parties as the enemy.
Notice to all the residents and politicians
that do not want “their” island to change:
Change is on the way! It is moving right
at us at 14 miles per hour with sustained
winds of 175 MPH.
Dale Bonnema
Fort Myers Beach

rbraitling@breezenewspapers.com
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The Observer and Bulletin is
published every Wednesday
Customer service hours are Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., except
major holidays.
Letters to the editor must be typed or
hand printed. Your name and phone number
must be affixed to the copy.
In the event of an advertising error, we
are responsible only for the first incorrect
insertion of the ad itself. We are not responsible for any credit or reimbursement after 30
days from publication.
Postal Information: Third class postage
paid at Fort Myers Beach, FL. Permit 521.
Postmaster: Send address changes to the
Beach Observer, 19260 San Carlos Blvd.,
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931,

We want your opinion
The views expressed on the Opinions pages are just that —
opinions. These pages are intended to convey a range of
viewpoints; opinions printed on this page do not necessarily
reflect the views of this newspaper. Opposing views are welcome. Letters to the Editor or guest columns may be mailed
to: Fort Myers Beach Observer, 19260 San Carlos Blvd.,
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931; faxed to 765-0846; e-mailed
to jsalmond@breezenewspapers.com; or posted to our
Virtual Newsroom at www.breezenewspapers.com. Letters
are due no later than noon Monday. All letters and guest
columns must be signed and must contain a phone number
for verification purposes. You also can comment on any letter or editorial opinion online at: fortmyersbeachtalk.com

Agree? Disagree?
Your views on the editorials, letters and the guest opinions that appear
on The Observer opinion pages can be shared on-line. Tell us what you
think. Share your opinion at fortmyersbeachtalk.com

Web Poll
Previous Web Poll question:
Do you think the town should tighten the
fertilizer ordinance for water quality
improvement?
∫ Yes, and it should be as strict
as Sanibel 63%
∫ Yes, it should match the
county regulations 16%
∫ No, the beach’s property lots are too small
and the restrictions would inhibit property owners, 21%

Current Web Poll question:
Should the town council
raise the millage rate?
∫ Yes - I support a higher millage rate. I would
support a 1.0 millage rate.
∫ Yes - I support a higher millage rate. I would
support a .9 millage rate.
∫ No - I do not want to raise the millage rate. I
would support remaining at a .8 millage rate.
Share your opinion at fortmyersbeachtalk.com

By JESSICA SALMOND

Hernstadt had said in previous interviews that one of
his biggest goals for the 2017-2018 budget was to set up
a program to save for and fund capital improvements in
the long range. The town did not have anything set up for
this, he said, and no funding source. Instead it was a pay
as it comes system, which is not a financially stable operation method.
At Thursday’s meeting, the town council also
approved an authorization for stormwater maintenance
and repair with Shenandoah Construction Company. The
contract was awarded in June, but the council had not yet
approved work to be done. The contract is not to exceed
$88,717, and the company will be examining the town’s
current in-ground stormwater systems as well as swales
to do maintenance on them, such as digging out old
swales that have been filled in or de-clogging an outfall.
Also related to stormwater, the second set of joint outfalls
in Segment 2 (Bay, Donora, Connect, Bay Mar) were
approved along with a $142,940 authorization for Tetra

jsalmond@breezenewspapers.com

Due to Lee County’s announcement of the Friday
mandatory evacuation order, the Fort Myers Beach Town
Council sheared down its hefty agenda list at Thursday’s
meeting.
The council continued all items that were not time
sensitive and honed in on a quick, unanimous vote to
move the budget and the proposed millage rate to the second hearing on Sept. 21.
The preliminary millage rate was set at .9 mills; however, Town Manager Roger Hernstadt had whittled the
millage down to a .87 mills.
The .87 rate will bring in approximately $2,776,842
in ad valorem revenue.
The budget includes a parking fee increase. Currently,
the town charges $2 an hour for its paid public parking
spots. Hernstadt has suggested this increase as a way to
fund a capital improvement plan (CIP).

Tech for engineering, oversight and public outreach for
the Phase 3 joint outfalls.
Tetra Tech’s item was approved 3 to 1. Council
Member Joanne Shamp had an excused absence. Council
Member Anita Cereceda dissented, because she did not
approve of the cut made to the public information part of
the sum. In the last section, a concentrated effort was put
into making sure neighbors knew what was going on on
their street with the stormwater and water line projects.
“With Hercules, we turned a bad situation good
because of outreach,” Cereceda said. “Don’t start changing the outreach efforts. It should be street by street,
neighborhood by neighborhood, meetings, all of it.”
Hernstadt had appropriated $95,000 in the sum to the
outreach effort. Cereceda was concerned that the next set
of street residents wouldn’t get the same levels of service
as the last set because the dollar amount had been cut.
Hernstadt said if more funds were needed for outreach,
more could be added with council approval.

MEEtIngS & EvEntS

thrOugh yOur EyES: BrIAn gOttEMOEllEr

Brian
Gottemoeller
shared a
photo of his
puppy,
Teeko, getting to play
on the
beach.

∫ Thursday, Sept. 14: Fort Myers Beach Fire District first budget hearing, 5:05 p.m.,
Fort Myers Beach Public Library, 2755 Estero Blvd.
∫ Saturday, Sept. 16: International Coastal Cleanup, hosted by Keep Lee County
Beautiful. Register online at klcb.org.
∫ Thursday, Sept. 21: Town Council final budget hearing, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall,
2525 Estero Blvd.
Want your local community event added to the calendar? Email jsalmond@breezenewspapers.com with the subject line “Calendar,” and include the date, time and function.

Fort Myers Beach Observer

We want your photos! What do you see in your local community? Show us! Send us your
recent photos and it could be featured in Community Corner. Email submissions to:
jsalmond@breezenewspapers.com
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Council moves millage, budget to second hearing
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Fort Myers Beach after Irma:

ABOVE: Bob Miller’s boat, “Invictus,” rolled into the water during high seas. The hull wasn’t damaged, but the boat tipped and sunk down in the marina at Bonita Bills. AT LEFT, ABOVE: Kerby
Bowe, general manager at Bonita Bills, serves up coffee to caffeine-deprived customers. AT LEFT:
Hercules Street’s banyan tree was one of many arboreal casualties on Fort Myers Beach. To view
more photos of Hurricane Irma’s aftermath on Fort Myers Beach and surrounding areas, see our
Facebook page. JESSICA SALMOND

Not broken From page 1
with their re-entry passes Monday, with
town staff regulating the return to be sure
only those allowed to return were let on
the island.
In Pacyna’s 22 years living in Florida,
it was the first hurricane he ever evacuated
for, he said. His beach cottage is on stilts,
but with the storm surge predicted to bring
in 10 to 15 feet of water, he knew he
couldn’t stick it out at home. He shuttered
his home for the first time ever and
escaped to a friend’s home in Cape Coral
to wait out the storm.
“Coming back was a breeze,” Pacyna
said — it was a fear of many islanders that
returning would be cumbersome. “I just
held up my pass and they waved me
through.”
Much of the south end and some of
mid-island had power restored Tuesday
morning, but the rest of the island could be
waiting for a while before their lights
come back on. Florida Power and Light
predicted it could take until Sept. 22 to
restore power to its western region customers, which includes several counties,
but it could not say specifically when Fort
Myers Beach would be back at full power.
However, more and more streets had
power restored Tuesday as the day progressed.
Vice Mayor Tracey Gore evacuated the
island, and she said as soon as Mayor
Dennis Boback and Town Manager Roger
Hernstadt had toured the island with law
enforcement, they gave the all-clear to let
people back on to assess their properties.
“They did a good job letting people
back in,” she said.
Town Hall was slated to re-open
Wednesday to help people get permits and
begin to rebuild what had been damaged.

Assessing the damage
Fort Myers Beach was lucky: the path
of the storm did not place the island in the

center, instead the island caught the western brunt of the hurricane. Monday morning revealed downed power lines, extensive damage to trees and landscaping, and
a few homes with roofs lost or other ruination. No major storm surge occurred. As a
whole, the island was lucky, Gore said.
Pacyna’s home, right across the street
from a beach access, only saw a few inches of water on the ground level.
Pacyna is well-known on the island for
his get-togethers and parties in the den
beneath his stilted home. He said as long
as he can get everything back together this
weekend, he’s throwing a “Thank God we
have a home” party.
Not everyone escaped major building
damage.
San Carlos Island residents also faced
some hard hits. Several mobile homes lost
roofs as the wind peeled back metal paneling. The island’s canals had seawall failure.
Charlie Whitehead started cleaning up
his home on Emily Lane Monday to discover his dock had shifted, pulling away
his back porch. A sea grape tree his daughters used to climb had toppled onto the
dock too. His seawall had caved in, the
canal eroding away one of the pilings that
help to hold up his home. And his roof
showed signs of leaking.
“Now I’ll find out how good my insurance is,” he said.
But he was grateful it wasn’t worse;
with the predicted storm surge, he wasn’t
sure he’d have a home to come back to, he
said.
His neighbors just down the street lost a
roof, another lost a dock, and multiple people had failed seawalls eroding the soil
near their foundation. An unidentified
house boat was half-sunk near Hurricane
Pass, having floated away from its anchor.
Another San Carlos Islander, Bob
Miller, lost more than a roof — he lost the
roof over his head.

Miller has lived aboard his river boat
for the past three years as he worked hard
to restore it. But now, it’s on its side and
nearly engulfed at the Bonita Bill’s marina.
“It really breaks my heart,” he said.
“I’ll bring it back, whatever it takes.”
He found the boat with a palm tree
growing through it on Estero Island, he
said. Since then, he’s remodeled the interior and installed a new air conditioning
unit. He also recently replaced the engine,
a $10,000 fix. Now, it’s all ruined.
“The wind pushed it right over,” Miller
said. It’s a river boat, not meant for ocean
voyages, and doesn’t have a keel to help it
stay balanced in high seas.
It’s going to be days before he can start
working on it. For now, he’s staying with
friends and trying to stay positive. The hull
isn’t damaged. Miller will have to strip the
interior down to the bones, but now he will
get to redo it however he wants, he said.
He finally named the boat, this week:
“The Invictus,” after a poem by William
Ernest Henley that tells of an unconquerable soul.
“Irma knocked (my boat) down, but she
won’t knock me down,” Miller said. “I
saved it, and I’m going to save it again.”

Serving the community
While residents cleared away the
branches and helped each other clean up,
other members of the community started
to try to give people a helping hand — and
a full stomach.
The Reverend Shawn Critser didn’t
waste a second after Hurricane Irma.
By Monday morning, Beach Baptist
Church was ladling out free, hot meals to
anyone who stopped by. Crister and his
church family fed the masses from its
Choice Market supply and from donations
from local food banks and other restaurants, with no plans to stop while the need
remained.

“This is the main reason, the main purpose of the church is to serve the community,” Critser said. Volunteers bustled
behind him to give another person a burger, or chicken wings, or a slice of pork.
“One sign in the front yard is all it took to
get people here,” he said.
One sign — and people from the community spreading the word.
Heather Reagan, owner of Mom’s
Fresh Produce, set up a charcoal grill outside her café and started frying up fajitas.
It didn’t take long for the spicy aroma to
draw in a crowd.
It was the best birthday present ever to
come back to her shop and home and find
them untouched by Irma, Reagan said. Her
birthday was Monday.
“I know everyone will be going stir
crazy,” she said. She planned to serve up
breakfast Wednesday.
By Tuesday morning, some of the
southern areas of the island had power.
Most of it did not. Residents had begun to
return to the island Monday, and were venturing out to find fresh food and most of
all, coffee.
Bonita Bill’s on San Carlos Island also
opened its doors Tuesday, charging just a
dollar for a cup of coffee and making sloppy joe sandwiches and chicken on its gas
stove, sans electricity.
“There’s no place to go, everyone’s
tired of being inside,” said Kerby Bowe,
the general manager.
Bowe lives on Oak Street. His top priority was getting to the café and making
sure people could come in and get something to eat. Josh Linney, the kitchen manager, worked hard in the hot kitchen to
cook up a meal. Irma was his first hurricane ever to experience, but Tuesday, he
was focused on his community.
“People are sick of eating whatever
freezer food they have,” Linney said.
“Eating here makes everything a little
more back to normal.”

Fort Myers Beach Observer

AT LEFT, ABOVE: Tracey Gore started clearing out Primo Drive Tuesday morning. ABOVE: Charlie
Whitehead surveys the damage done to his home, dock and sea grape tree on Emily Lane on San
Carlos Island. AT LEFT: Mitch Pacyna cleans out the space beneath his home Tuesday morning following the storm. JESSICA SALMOND
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09.13.2017 Shoreline Spotlight
A monthly submission from the
Marine Resources Task Force
I was talking with some European visitors on our
beach about shells when he asked me if our water was
ever clearer. I told him about how good it looked last
winter and why I thought it
was not as clear this summer. Then I decided to do
some research to see if my
assumptions were correct.
Last winter’s drought ended
with record rainfalls this
spring. During the drought,
our waters were as clear and
pretty as they had been in
years. The Caloosahatchee
river was flowing slowly
and it was a calm day with
low surf when I noticed the
particularly clear water. By
Bill Veach
contrast, the day I talked
with the visitors was at the tail end of Tropical Storm
Emily, and the waves had been high for a couple of days.
Scientists use the term turbidity to describe the clarity
of the water. The lower the turbidity, the clearer the
water. High turbidity has many causes, and most of them
can be assumed from casual observation. Before water
gets to the Caloosahatchee River, it usually flows
through our gloriously green and fertile lands. There it
picks up all sorts of organic debris and leached tannins
from the plants. The debris is mostly sediments, organic
materials washed from the land, lots of plant fragments
and maybe some animal matter. Tannins are what gives
tea it’s color and bitter taste. Plants use tannins for protection from predation. The dead organic material in the
water is called detritus as opposed to living plankton.
The waters and detritus of the Caloosahatchee River
wash into the sea and mix in with the currents. Weather
and currents can force the river water directly to our
beach or it may mix more with the gulf of Mexico.
Imagine a leaf that flows down the river, washes down
the beach and gets pounded by the surf into smaller
pieces, many invisible to the naked eye. Sea grasses,
macro algae that are common in the beach wrack also get
pulverized by the surf. This detritus may be small, but

PHOTO PROVIDED

will add to the turbidity of the water.
I wanted a closer look, so I marched out into the turbid waves and gathered a sample in an old salsa jar. The
waves were energetic and the water was cloudy. The
water sample looked milky in the jar. I let it sit for a
while and the water cleared up almost completely. I
assumed that tannins wouldn’t settle quickly since it is a
chemical, but any solid matter including detritus and
sand would end up on the bottom.
I don’t have a lab that would do a detailed analysis of
the water, but I do have a microscope. I sucked up some
of the settled debris and made a little puddle on a slide.
The first thing I noticed was very fine grains of sand shin-

ing like diamonds under the light of the microscope. The
fine white sand that we treasure here on the beach varies
in size, but generally measures about 1/100 of an inch in
diameter. The smaller the grains, the easier they become
suspended in the waves. There was also a good deal of
darker bits, about the same size at the sand grains. These
bits came in a variety of shapes and textures, some were
unidentifiable featureless blobs while others showed the
structure of plant material. I could also see the familiar
spiral of seashells, some things that look like sea stars or
sand dollars, and little things racing around in my little
puddle. I watched as a shrimp like creature seemed to be
working a piece of detritus in his arms. This is the stuff
that feeds the filter feeders and drives much of our food
chain. It is around all the time, maybe more so when the
river is flowing high and delivering more detritus.
Further out to sea, and away from the violence of the
wash, much of this settle to the bottom. On the beach, the
waves keep it moving, often moving into the waiting tentacles and mouths of the anemones and shell fish like
Coquinas.
What I could not see, besides the tannins, was bacteria and viruses and other smaller forms. Bacteria likes
warmer waters, but are concentrated around warm-blooded creatures, including humans. Bacteria and viruses are
invisible to the naked eye and it would be difficult to
imagine them being in high enough concentrations to significantly increase the turbidity of the water.
Record rains have fell since I started writing this article and water that looks like chocolate milk has been
flowing into the gulf. I can have clear water envy when
visiting some other coast that is far from a major river.
Scientists measure turbidity because it has profound
effects on the ecosystem. High turbidity blocks sunlight
from sea grasses that create oxygen. Some turbidity is the
result of a living, healthy sea. I try to remember that the
stuff inside my salsa jar is similar to the salsa that was in
it when I bought it – food for something. The detritus
forms the base of the food chain. It feeds creatures that
feed others, and so on, until we have Snook running
along the beach, pelicans and osprey diving for fish, and
dolphins doing back flips off the beach. Cloudy water is
a serious problem for sea grasses, but is just unsightly for
humans.
— Bill Veach, Marine Resources Task Force Chair

Time to hop aboard the tapa trolley
Fort Myers Beach
Chamber selling tickets
to annual trolley crawl
By JESSICA SALMOND

jsalmond@breezenewspapers.com

If you’re not on the trolley...you’ll
wish you were.
It’s almost time for the Fort Myers
Beach Chamber of Commerce’s annual
Tapa Hop event.
The event is open to the public and to
Chamber members. Attendees will ride a
trolley with their group to different restaurants on the island for drinks and hors
d’oeuvres from that restaurant while getting to have fun and network. The 2017
Tapa Hop is set for Tuesday, Sept. 26
from 4:30 to 9 p.m.
While it’s been a Chamber event for
more than five years, it fits perfectly into
Director Jacki Liszak’s philosophy of letting adults play.
The event is themed around music this
year and each team will decorate their

trolley accordingly. Liszak strongly
encourages costumes, too.
“It’s nice because it’s the off-season
and businesses can promote themselves a
little,” she said. “Half the people who
attend aren’t Chamber members. There is
plenty of space for everyone.”
The event also encompasses a poker
run; there are draws at each stop for
prizes. All the money raised benefits the
chamber.
There are six trolley stops this year:
South Beach Grille, Castaways Bar &
Grill, Salty Crab Bar and Restaurant,
Bayfront Bistro, Island View, and
Pinchers at the Wyndham. The restaurants
provide the tapas for each stop and a cash
bar. Each trolley fits 44 people and there
will be five trolleys for the event.
Tickets are $35 per person or $45 at
the door if they are still available. Call
454-7500 to get on the waiting list or
email events@fmbchamber.com.
“It’s a great way to showcase our
island restaurants,” she said. “It’s a lot of
fun, you get to dress up and meet new
people.”

PHOTO PROVIDED

The annual Tapa Hop stops at multiple island restaurants during the
Chamber event.

Visit sunstreamrealty.com to see more listings
We’re located directly across the street from Outrigger Beach Resort

Pe
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in
g

6231 Estero Boulevard, Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931
239-765-0077 | 800-362-3289

Starting at $489,000
Fort Myers Beach
4182 & 4192 Bay Beach Ln.

Fort Myers Beach
4401 Bay Beach Ln. #854

Waterside at Bay Beach! 3 & 4 BR turnkey
condos available with water views. Resort
style amenities and deeded beach access.
Boat slips available for purchase to owners.

Hibiscus Pointe! Top floor 3/2 turnkey condo
with canal and partial Gulf views. A boating
community with boat docks for sale and
lease. MLS#317053371

$360,000

Estero
20840 Country Creek Dr. #323

$163,000

Rivers Reach at Country Creek! 2/2 +den
turnkey 2nd floor condo with vaulted ceilings
and steps to the pool. Bundled golf community
with abundant amenities. MLS#217016035

SUNSTREAM PROPERTY

Heritage Pointe! Desirable and pet friendly
gated community near the beaches, features
2/2 units with lake views. Amenities include
resort style pool, club house and more!

Bonita Springs
8851 Colonnades Ct. #138

$124,900

San Mirage! 1 bedroom 3rd floor condo with
view of lake. Community features include
lush landscaping and resort style amenities.
MLS#217051036

Naples
25000 Tamiami Trail East

Starting at $559,000

GullWing Beach Resort! Spacious, designer
quality condos overlooking the postcardperfect beaches of Estero Island! Resort style
amenities and on-site management!

Spacious 3/3 condo with open floor plan
in Bonita Beachwalk. Community features
resort style amenities just steps from the
beach. MLS#217046493

SUNSTREAM PROPERTY

$8,500,000

Port of the Islands Resort! One of the LAST
sites in the Florida Everglades with full
development rights for an eco/adventure
resort. Ask for details! MLS#21723351

SUNSTREAM PROPERTY

Fort Myers Beach
6620 Estero Blvd.

$210,000

Starting at $219,900

Naples
221 9th Street South

Exquisite Bellasera 4 diamond luxury condos
located just minutes from downtown Naples.
Studio, 1, 2 & 3 bedrooms available. On-site
rental program available.

SUNSTREAM PROPERTY

Fort Myers Beach
6897 Estero Blvd. #114

$289,000

Estero Cove! Claim your piece of paradise in
this 2/2 turnkey condo across the street from
the beach. Featuring a tennis court, fishing
pier, nature path & more. MLS#217052286

WE’RE RECRUITING!

Fort Myers Beach
6151 Estero Blvd. #9

$289,000

Island Breeze! Spacious 2/2 turnkey condo
decorated in a nautical theme. Weekly rentals
are allowed, boat dock included. Located just
across street from the beach! MLS#217052033.

Fort Myers Beach
6640 Estero Blvd.

Starting at $435,000

Pointe Estero Beach Resort! 2 bedroom/ 2
bath designer decorated turnkey furnished
condos! Very successful on-site rental
program available.

Top 5 Reasons to Join Our Team
1 Boutique Brokerage
2 Earn up to 100% Commission
3 Professional In-House Marketing Team and Monthly
Marketing Incentive
4 NO ADDED FEES / FREE Oﬃce Space
5 Award Winning, Class A Commercial Oﬃce Building
Contact us today! 239-765-0077 ext. #246
SunStream Realty is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Offers presented herein are subject to
sale, error, withdrawal or revisions.

SunStream Realty, LLC | Equal Housing Opportunity | 6231 Estero Boulevard, Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931

Fort Myers Beach Observer

Starting at $214,900

Fort Myers
Lake Circle Dr.

Bonita Springs
4450 Chickee Hut Ct. #104

Page 9 ■ Week of Wednesday, September 13, 2017 fortmyersbeachtalk.com

Delivering the
Florida Lifestyle

Week of Wednesday, September 13, 2017 ■ Page 10
fortmyersbeachtalk.com
Fort Myers Beach Observer

Raising roofs and ruffling feathers
Two San Carlos Island
projects move forward
By JESSICA SALMOND

jsalmond@breezenewspapers.com

The Gulf Star Marina on Fisherman’s Wharf will be
getting bigger and taller.
In a 3-to-2 vote, Lee County Commissioners
approved a rezoning application for the marina which
will consolidate its three zoning categories into one and
also approved a deviation to allow the boat barn to reach
65 feet tall.
It’s been a long time in coming; applicant and owner
Carroll Properties LLC applied to rezone the 2.62 acres
in 2009. The change keeps the marina at 147 slips, but
allows the slips to accommodate bigger boats. The owner
said industry standards have prompted them to increase
the footprint of the boat barn to stay competitive. The
current barn, at 45 feet tall, is nearly 70 years old.
Gulf Star Marina shares the property with Doc Ford’s
Restaurant and its special events hall. Dixie Fish Co. is
owned by Doc Fords but is not within the same property
line.
The larger size cuts down on parking, but the applicant claimed to have fixed the problem with an area for
valet parking for Doc Ford's patrons.
The application and approval drew concern from
some San Carlos Island residents who don’t think the
height deviation should have been approved or that the
parking was accurately accounted.
Diversified Yacht Service’s boat barn is also 65 feet
high. Nick White is concerned that now there is precedent for more and more tall buildings.
“If you let one of them do it, then they all want it,” he
said.
The Beach Area Civic Association (BACA) held a
meeting Tuesday to discuss Gulf Star and other area
issues. White expressed his discontent that there had been
no mention of Dixie Fish Company in the parking discussion, since patrons of that restaurant also park at Doc
Fords. However, the applicant was not obligated to
include Dixie Fish’s parking requirements because the
two restaurants are on separate parcels.
“You can’t argue that Dixie Fish and Doc Ford’s have
enough parking,” Charlie Whitehead, BACA president,
said, adding that Bonita Bill’s also didn’t have enough
parking, either.

JESSICA SALMOND

Gulf Star Marina was granted a rezoning request by the Lee County Commissioners. It will now
expand its footprint and rise from 45 feet in height to 65 feet, rivaling its neighbor Diversified Yacht
Services across the bridge.
Jack Mayher, developer of the Bay Harbour Marina its surroundings and the Lee County Commissioners
Village project on Main and Oak Street, was ruffled over remanded the project back to staff to work with Mayher.
BACA’s concern about the lack of parking for Doc Originally, Bay Harbour included a rezoning and comFord’s while at the same time opposing the 500-space prehensive amendment request to change the land to
parking garage proposed as part of his project. He said he accommodate a “central urban” land use. Many island
always hears complaints that San Carlos Island has a residents staunchly opposed this change, fearing for
parking shortage, but some residents vehemently oppose added density to the island. Earlier this year, Bay
what he considers the solution.
Harbour submitted a different amendment to change the
“It baffles me then that you don’t want the parking land to Destination Resort Mixed Use Water Dependent
spots in my garage,” he said.
(DRMUWD). According to the goals of the Lee Plan,
Mayher’s project, Bay Harbour Marina Village, is a this use can be applied to an area “characterized as premixed-use development project slated to put 113 resi- dominantly impacted by a declining water dependent
dential units, 38 “workforce” units, a marina, a 500 plus- industry like commercial fishing” — and it’s already an
space parking garage and other commercial space on a approved land use on the island. Ebb Tide, a defunded
7.58-acre piece of land, which now houses Southern project that received its rezoning and comprehensive plan
Comfort Storage. The project has been underway since amendment approval years ago, uses DRMUWD.
2015; in 2016, the Hearing Examiner recommended EbbTide is a much larger project, but is also located on a
denial because the project was too big and too intense for
See PROJECTS, page 27
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Another concern is the shift of the culture on San
Carlos Island; once a hub of commercial fishing and
small mobile homes and cottages, the scene is changing.
Larger homes are being built and the fishing community
is dwindling.
Some residents, however, are happy to see progress on
the island. Margie Titus, a 27-year resident of San Carlos
Island, is one of them. She’s served in most of the waterfront restaurants on the island.
“I love and support this island, but it’s time to recognize changes are coming,” she said. “Opposition is natural but unnecessary.”
She lives on Oak Street and said the Bay Harbour
property as it currently sits is a “an eyesore.” While she
understands the concerns of her fellow San Carlos
islanders, she said it’s better accept positive change —
especially as that change has already come to the island.
She doesn’t believe the island’s angle as a working
waterfront is valid anymore with only two shrimping
companies left.
“I’m about change and improvements, and it seems
what these people are doing are trying to make nice
improvements,” she said. “Some of us have been asleep
at the wheel and now we have a heightened sense of
awareness that our island is changing.”

The 29th annual "Ding" Darling Days includes a
handful of new events this year guaranteed to grab
both the young and older generation's attention for a
fun family outing.
The annual "Ding" Darling Days is held to honor
their namesake, Jay Norwood Darling, as well as celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week.
The event will kick off Sunday, Oct. 15 with a
Family Fun Day, complete with the Lee County
VCB's Shell Love Bug making an appearance.
Another highlight, the refuge's Monofilament Busters
will be on hand to exchange environmentally friendly fishing gear for lead weights and jigs that people
turn in to them.
The Florida WaterVentures Traveling Lab will
also be on hand both Sunday, Oct. 15, and Monday,
Oct. 16.
The Family Fun Day also includes live animal presentations, Refuge tram tours, introduction to archery
clinics, fly-fishing demos, Butterfly House, hands-on
nature crafts and hot dogs. There will be free goodie
bags handed out to the first 500 attendees during
Family Fun Day.
For the full schedule, visit dingdarlingdays.com or
call 239-472-1100.

Fort Myers Beach Observer

larger parcel of land.
However, Bay Harbour developers never withdrew
the central urban amendment, leaving two comprehensive amendments on the table with the county. The county said in a letter dated April 18, 2017, that the developers would have to pick one or the
other. The project’s rezoning application is moving forward and is scheduled for a Lee County Local Planning
Agency meeting in October.
Mayher spoke to BACA about
what he called “significant” changes
to the Bay Harbour application.
The height of the condominium
tower was cut back from 175 feet to
145 feet; some units were moved to
Charlie
townhome style housing along the
canal; and the building moved to 90 Whitehead
feet back from Main Street.
Mayher often points to EbbTide as a defense for Bay
Harbour as it has more living units, more commercial
space and more footprint approved than his project.
“I’ve heard our project is massive and overscale, but
1,000 feet down the road, EbbTide is enormous,” he
said.
Whitehead said the opposition to Mayher’s parking
garage — of which 250 spaces are claimed to be open to
the paying public for beach parking — has more to do
with the entirety of the project’s impact on the surrounding community. Most of the residential area around Bay
Harbour is mobile home communities.
Whitehead also opposed the project because while the
project isn’t increasing the allowed density for its parcel,
it would increase the overall number of people on the
small island, impacting both traffic on an already overstimulated road and safety in evacuations.
“I believe adding residences in a hurricane zone is stupid planning,” he said. “I see the density (currently) on
San Carlos Island as mistakes to be avoided.”

Annual 'Ding' Darling Days
to feature new activities
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203 Egret
5 Bedroom Canal Front Pool

Estero Island Yacht and Racquet
1 & 2 Bedrooms Available 1 Week Min. Rentals

Hibiscus Pointe
2 Bedroom -Canal Front

Estero Beach & Tennis Club
1 Bedroom on the Gulf 1 Week Rentals
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‘Ding’ Days photo contest deadline Sept. 15
Sept. 15 marks the deadline for the 30th
Annual “Ding” Darling Days Amateur
Nature Photography Contest. All entries this
year must be submitted electronically.
The contest, sponsored by the “Ding”
Darling Wildlife Society-Friends of the
Refuge (DDWS), is held in conjunction with
“Ding” Darling Days, Oct. 15-21, 2017
(dingdarlingdays.com).
Complete contest rules are listed below.
For an entry form and other contest information,
visit
dingdarlingsociety.org/articles/photo-contests. DDWS will announce winners and
award prizes at Conservation Art Day on
Saturday, Oct. 22, during “Ding” Darling
Days.
Please note the change in rules from previous years’ contests: This year, entries must
be submitted electronically. In an effort to
maintain its commitment to the environment, DDWS will no longer be accepting
photo contest entries by mail. For assistance,
please call (239) 472-1100 ext. 4 or email
shois@dingdarlingsociety.org.
∫ There is a $25 per person entry fee
that provides you with a membership to
the Society and is used to defray the cost
of the contest. One fee covers two entries
per person.
∫ Only amateur (all ages) photographers
are eligible to enter (may not possess a professional photographer tax identification
number for the sale of photographs).
∫ Photos must be taken at J.N. “Ding”
Darling NWR and have been taken within
two years of entry date.
∫ Each person may enter up to two photos but is eligible to win only one award.
One $25 fee covers two entries per person.
∫ Photos must be submitted electronically
via
email
to
ddamateurphotocontest@gmail.com. Each
photo must be a JPEG file of at least 2000 x
1500 or 2 megabytes (MB). Panoramic
photos are not allowed.
∫ Photos that have won awards in previous “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society photo
contests may not be resubmitted.
∫ Judging will be anonymous. Please do
not put your name or anything that will identify you on your photograph.
∫ Judging criteria:

PHOTO PROVIDED

Kent Jager of Sanibel Island won honorable mention in last year’s contest with a photo of a reddish and snowy
egret that appear to be racing.
∫ Technical excellence (sharpness, but adding any elements not existing in formally announced during the “Ding”
the original scene will not be. Judges, at Darling Day’s weeklong celebration
lighting, composition, exposure)
their discretion, will disqualify any photos held in October. Cash prizes will be
∫ Originality/creativity
that appear to be manipulated beyond awarded: first place $200, second place
∫ Interest
∫ Ability to be reproduced for publi- these guidelines. All photo files will $150, third place $100, honorable menbecome the property of DDWS. Photos tions $25.
cation
∫ There are three judges: a refuge
∫ Only limited image modifications may be used by DDWS in any way with
staff person, a professional photograare permitted. Minor manipulation should appropriate credit to the photographer.
∫ First, second, and third place win- pher, and a member of the Sanibel combe used only to produce a more natural
looking photograph. Cropping is allowed ners and honorable mentions will be munity.

Death Notices
North Fort Myers
Elvira Casciano, 92, of N. Ft. Myers passed away
Tuesday September 5, 2017. Arrangements are being
handled by Affordable Cremations by Baldwin
Brothers.
Mark Edward Smith, 94, of North Fort Myers, FL
passed away on September 4, 2017. Arrangements
entrusted to Fuller Metz Cremation and Funeral Service.
www.fullermetz.com
Patricia Lee Breeding, 75, of N. Ft. Myers passed
away Monday September 4, 2017. Arrangements are
being handled by Affordable Cremations by Baldwin
Brothers.

Carol Jean Sazy, 68, of Cape Coral, passed away
Thursday, August 31, 2017. Mullins Memorial Funeral
Home & Cremation Service, Cape Coral, is entrusted
MG Thomas William Sawyer, USAF Ret., 83, of Fort with final care.
Myers, passed away Sunday, September 3, 2017.
Elizabeth Horn Mullen, 93, of Cape Coral, FL passed
Mullins Memorial Funeral Home & Cremation Service,
away
on September 4, 2017. Arrangements entrusted to
Fort Myers, is entrusted with final care.
Fuller Metz Cremation and Funeral Service.
Steven M. Averbach, 27, of Fort Myers, FL passed www.fullermetz.com
away on September 1, 2017. Arrangements entrusted to
Fuller Metz Cremation and Funeral Service.
Hubert Peter Prem, 82, of Cape Coral, FL passed
www.fullermetz.com
away on September 4, 2017. Arrangements entrusted to
Fuller Metz Cremation and Funeral Service.
www.fullermetz.com

Fort Myers

Patrick Alan Davis, 77, of Cape Coral, FL passed
Betty Lou Candela, 90, of Cape Coral, FL passed
away on August 30, 2017. Arrangements entrusted to away on August 31, 2017. Arrangements entrusted to
Fuller Metz Cremation and Funeral Service. Fuller Metz Cremation and Funeral Service.
www.fullermetz.com
www.fullermetz.com
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Sell Your
Stuff!

$15.00
for 1 week
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Newspapers
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Transportation
Advertising
Sell your car, boat, truck,
SUV, RV or motorcycle
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$40.00
includes photo

239-574-5644
Call Today!
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Great location, unfurnished 2 bed 1 bath
duplex near beaches. Peaceful wooded
backyard, fresh paint, washer & dryer,
covered parking, lanai. No pets & no
smoking, $850 per month plus water.
Must have good references, for more
info call 239-415-0083

" % "$ !&
3A7 @B3=
??E3= .353D;@? *7?D3=C
Call for locations & more info
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RENTAL HOMES
WANTED
COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
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Real Estate
Advertising
4 Weeks $125
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Lic & Insured
CAC057447

Open House?

Get More
Traffic

SUMMER
MAINTENANCE
$39.95

FREE ESTIMATES &
SECOND OPINION
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HC CARPENTRY INC.
OVER 20 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE
ALL IN LEE COUNTY.
FREE ESTIMATES

*Central A/C Systems
*Refrigeration
Same Day Service Available

25yrs experience

(239) 247-9409
Se Habla Espanol
www. BlueBreezeHVAC.com
Insured/Lic#CAC1816944

CBC026058

' ! "!&$ &"$%
% '
*1 ',
. %()& ', "'
' /

('+,*- ,"('
","('+
, !
*
(' * ,
% ,/(*$
*". / 1+ % ' "+
+" / %$+ ,
& +('*1
&(%","('
-%. *,+
"%% "*,
* "'
*-+! % *"'
%;5

$# &

$

Builders, Landlords
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Sales, Service
Installations

Starting at $35

Call (239) 561-8074

EI 8B@> 3? ;?CD3==7B

Residential & Commercial

Vetás & Senior Discount

Breeze Newspapers
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6 Communities
150,000 Readers

239-574-5644
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$2,900.00
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239-352-3301

STARTING AS LOW AS
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- %1
INSTANT REBATES
AVAILABLE
óAir Purification Systems
óHigh Efficiency Systems
óDuct Cleani ng

COMPLETE SYSTEM

Call Today!
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Free Estimates on
Replacement Systems

239-574-5644
."'

(239) 573-2086

(239) 939-0001
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WE BUILD QUALITY
DOCKS

www.marinedocks.net

www.homehuntersusa.com
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LEASE, PURCHASE
& RENT TO OWN HOMES
AVAILABLE.
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*Not incl.Concrete/Permits/Taxes
Also: óGarage Screen Sliders
óHurricane Shutters
óAcrylic & Vinyl Windows.

captivasanibel
.com
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SALES & RENTALS
All of Lee County
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óScreen-Rooms w/Aluminum Pan
Roofs, 10áx20á $3,500
w/Insulated Roofs 10áx20á $4,000
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CUSTOM DOCKS
& BOAT LIFTS
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24óHOUR SERVICE
NO OVERTIME CHARGES
FAMILY
OWNED/OPERATED
Lic#CAC1817070
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óScreen Repairs óRe-Screening
Up to 1,400sq.ft. $1,000
American Made Phifer Screen
óNew Pool Cages
21áx35áx11á tall, $5,000
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www.alligatoraluminum .com
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Alligator Aluminum
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ESR Florida
Construction Inc

22 Years Experience
In SW Florida.

Residential & Commercial
Remodeling

a Plant/ Tree Installation
a Custom Concrete
Borders
a Brick Pavers
a Decorative Stone
& Mulch

*Kitchens & Bathrooms
*Additions
*Roofing
*Pools
*Pavers & Decks
*Complete Landscaping
Service
Call

239-400-9758
esrflconst@gmail.com
State Licensed & Insured
CGC005007
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$1,600.00 Four Zones
New Installation
Includes Permit
2 Year Warranty

Visa/Master/Discover Accepted

239-590-9966

Installation & Repair
FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1981
LEE#LSO200031
CAPE#06938
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QUALITY WORK &
AFFORDABLE PRICES!
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q FREE ESTIMATESq
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Complete Landscaping
From
Design To Completion!
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ESR Florida
Construction Inc
Residential & Commercial
Remodeling

*Kitchens & Bathrooms
*Additions
*Roofing
*Pools
*Pavers & Decks
*Complete Landscaping
Service
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We Beat Any Price! Free Boxes!
Senior Discount! No Hidden Fees!
Lic. & Ins. 15 years Experience!
/:: %=E =@ 3AB (/B3
C/@/<B33
EEE ;@ ;=D3@ 4=@B ;G3@A 1=;

Call
esrflconst@gmail.com
CGC005007
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239-400-9758
State Licensed & Insured
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q FREE ESTIMATESq

SERVICE & REPAIRS
100% SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED
Serving Lee Cnty Since 1989
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$1,600.00 Four Zones
New Installation
Includes Permit
2 Year Warranty
A+ RATED - ANGIES LIST

Installation & Repair

Call Us For All Of Your
Plumbing Needs
***********************************

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1981
LEE#LSO200031
CAPE#06938
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-4 0=
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$35 Off Any Service
***********************************
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NASTAR
ROOFING Inc.

(239) 540-2443
ESR Florida
Construction Inc
Residential & Commercial
Remodeling

*Kitchens & Bathrooms
*Additions
*Roofing
*Pools
*Pavers & Decks
*Complete Landscaping
Service

ESR Florida
Construction Inc
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*Kitchens & Bathrooms
*Additions
*Roofing
*Pools
*Pavers & Decks
*Complete Landscaping
Service

WE DO IT RIGHT THE
1ST TIME!
WE DO GUTTERS!
Family Owned & Operated.
Lic# CCC1328505 & Ins.

Call

239-400-9758

239-400-9758

esrflconst@gmail.com
CGC005007

State Licensed & Insured
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q
q FREE ESTIMATESq
$1,600.00 Four Zones
New Installation
Includes Permit
2 Year Warranty
A+ RATED - ANGIES LIST

Installation & Repair
FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1981
LEE#LSO200031
CAPE#06938

Roofing Sale
Deal with Dad & Son

Martiniás Roofing Inc

** ( ''

40 years local

1

All types of roofs
Licensed and Insured
**$500.00 OFF with ad**
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Residential & Commercial
Remodeling

esrflconst@gmail.com
State Licensed & Insured
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leecounty
shopper.com
CAPE CORAL
BREEZE

239-541-0131
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Taylorás Total
Tree Service
One call we do it all.
We offer lot clearing
forestry or stump grinding
Tree removal and trimming

Chris Taylor
239-995-TREE (8733)

Fort Myers Beach Observer

Call
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45yrs Exp. in SW Florida
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BEST PRICES FREE ESTIMATES
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Reroofs, Repairs, Flat,
Metal & New Construction
Decks, Tile, Shingles
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âStraight Forward Pricingã

239-772-7200
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