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HOME SWEET HOME  by Jessica Salmond | Staff Writer

HIDDEN 
HISTORY

Founded in 1925, Vamo Drive has brought its  
residents together into a close-knit community.
Tucked away from the thor-

oughfare of U.S. 41, brushing the 
border of Osprey, Vamo Drive 
would be missed except by those 
who know where to look.

The street is lined with homes, 
many built in the Spanish style, 
and slopes down directly into 
Sarasota Bay; the 
county-owned park 
at the end of the road 
has become a popular 
kayak launch. 

From single, first-
time homeowners to 
families to retirees, 
Vamo Drive holds a 
charm that draws a 
variety of residents.

Jane Reifert has 
lived in her Vamo 
Drive home for two 
years. Before, she had 
rented on Siesta Key. 
When she decided 
she wanted to buy a house, she 
told the Realtor to find her some-
thing different from everything 
else.

She was shown a house on 
Vamo Drive. Within 15 minutes 

of seeing it, she made an offer.
“It was love at first sight,” Rei-

fert said.
The initial draw for her was the 

charm of the house, itself — the 
Spanish-style architecture, the 
unique quirks such as etched 
windows and tiled step risers —

and the feeling of history 
on the street. The unique 
housing styles and the old 
oak trees that shade the 
sidewalks drew her in.

But she didn’t know ex-
actly what she was buying 
into: a close-knit commu-
nity made up of a diverse 
cross-section of residents.

Reifert decided to throw 
a house-warming party on 
Cinco de Mayo. To be po-
lite, she invited all of the 
neighbors on the street, 
but she didn’t really expect 
anyone but her friends to 

come.
“I was shocked when every 

one of them came to say hello,” 
Reifert said.

Fellow neighbor Karen Feduc-
cia has a similar story. She and 

her husband, Mike, stumbled 
across Vamo because of friends 
who lived in the area. They 
moved with their son, Andrew, 
to the street because of its con-
venient location to Andrew’s 
school at the time, Gulf Gate El-
ementary, and its proximity to 
the bay.

 “I love historic homes — ones 

that have charm and character 
and trees in the yard,” Feduccia 
said. 

Feduccia and her family were 
also quickly drawn into the com-
munity spirit that ties the street 
together. She and Reifert both 
mentioned the attentiveness of 
other neighbors — not nosy, they 
clarified, but friendly and caring.

“If I come home late at night 
after work, Karen will put away 
my trash cans for me,” Reifert 
said. If someone on the street 
needs something, they don’t hes-
itate to call and ask, she added.

Feduccia and Reifert, along 
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Above: Thirteen houses were built 
on Vamo Drive right before the 
Great Depression. Although all the 
homes were sold in 1926, the eco-
nomic crash prevented the owners 
from moving down to Vamo.

WHAT’S IN  
A NAME?

Is it Vah-mo or Vay-mo? 
Norma Martin, the resident 
expert on Vamo history, said 
that the founders of the 
community wanted it to be 
pronounced “Vah-mo,” but 
as Northerners moved into 
the area, the pronunciation 
changed to “Vay-mo.”
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Although almost all the houses on Vamo had the same floorplan at 
one time, most have received additions and updates; many have 
maintained the old, Spanish-style architecture.

WANT A 
VIRTUAL 
TOUR?
Learn more 
about the his-
tory of Vamo at 
YourObserver.
com. 
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with other neighbors, host parties, cook-
outs and holiday dinners for their neigh-
bors; some of the women on the street 
will walk down to the water together at 
nights to watch the sunsets and catch up.

“We care — we watch out for each oth-
er,” Feduccia said. “The community is the 
best part about living here.” 

But both neighbors pointed to one cen-
tral anchor, the person who keeps them 
all together: Norma Martin.

Martin, 99, has lived on the street for 
68 years — she’s Vamo’s longest resident. 
Feduccia and Reifert described her as 
the glue, the matriarch, the mayor of the 
street.

“She always introduces herself to new 
people on the street,” Feduccia said. 

Martin believes in the neighborhood 
feeling, Reifert said, and is also the resi-
dent historian on all things Vamo. Martin 
has tried to pass that down to her neigh-
bors.

“Norma is wonderful,” Reifert said.
Martin used to live in the biggest house 

at the end of the street, the former Vamo 
Lodge Hotel, with her husband, Jack. 

They later moved next door. 
She’s collected photos and articles trac-

ing Vamo’s history. She even has a news-
paper clipping from 1925, when Vamo 
became its own municipality for one year. 

Her passion for the street — and the 
people living on it — has transformed the 
community into something special, Reif-
ert said.

“It would be hard to leave — we all know 
we’d never find this somewhere else,” Rei-
fert said.

Norma Martin, 99, has lived on Vamo Drive for 68 years. Her neighbors call her the 
mayor of the street.
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