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Developer fights cost to  
extend Osprey roadway

Don’t Play Golf Without it!
May Thru October and Beyond

• Savings of 25% or More and 
Unlimited Play

• Most Courses Offer Special Rates 
in November and December!

• The Big Summer Golf Card Can 
Pay for Itself in Less Than Three 
Rounds with all Rates Including 
Greens Fees and ½ Cart

• Watch for News of the Big Money 
TourSM 2015 Monthly Prize 
Drawings May to October.

“Winning $1,000 on The 

Big Money Tour for playing 

my favorite game, it’s a 

no brainer! Thank you Big 

Summer Golf.”  

- Joan C.

“Thank you all at Big 

Summer Golf. The card 

has saved me a bunch 

of money this year and I 

appreciate it!” 

- John D.

Office is located at 5812 Lakewood Ranch Boulevard, Sarasota, FL 34240 

Order Your Card Today! 
On-line: www.bigsummergolf.com  •  By Phone: 941-923-2232 or 800-391-3665

-  Bobcat Trail Golf Club
-  Boca Royale Golf &   
 Country Club
-  Burnt Store Golf &   
 Activity Club
-  Calusa Lakes Golf Club
-  Capri Isles Golf Club
-  Heron Creek Golf &   
 Country Club
-  IMG Academy Golf Club
-  Jacaranda West 
 Country Club
-  Kingsway Country Club
-  Legacy Golf Club
-  Lemon Bay Golf Club
-  Meadows Country Club   
 (3 courses)
-  Myakka Pines Golf Club
-  Palm Aire Country Club   
 (2 courses)
- Peridia Golf & 
 Country Club
- River Strand Golf 
 & Country Club
- River Wilderness Golf
 & Country Club
-  Riverwood Golf Club
-  Rotonda Golf & 
 Country Club (5 courses)
-  Tatum Ridge Golf Links
-  University Park Country Club
-  Venetian Golf & River Club
-  Village Geen Golf Club
-  Waterford Golf Club

Sample Course List

The Big Money 
TourSM! 
May thru October, 
monthly drawings for 
great prizes including 
rounds of golf, top of 
the line equipment and 
cash prizes including 
a monthly grand prize 
of $1,000!!

Now in its 23nd year Big Summer Golf Card opens the 
door to great golf savings at favorite local courses as well 
as South and Central Florida and Tampa Bay Region.  

2015 heralds an expanded Big Money Tour with great 
prizes every month! Try your chances to win simply by 
playing your favorite game of golf!

• All Big Summer Golf Card holders automatically 
eligible to play

• May thru October at select participating courses

• Monthly prizes of cash, equipment, rounds of golf 
and a grand prize every month of $1,000!

Check to see that your favorite course is participating; 
courses are still signing up for the season!

*$53 thru 3/31/2015
$60 after
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Sarasota County taxpayers may 
have to shoulder the costs for a 
road extension that was originally 
a developer’s obligation under the 
Osprey Revitalization Plan. 

In a 4-3 vote Thursday, the 
Sarasota County Planning Com-
mission approved a request that 
would allow developer D.R. Hor-
ton to amend the development 
concept plan for the 30-acre site, 
known as Bay Acres, in Osprey.

Before the recession, the site, 
located between U.S. 41 and Old 
Venice Road, behind Walmart, 
was part of a larger 40-acre parcel 
with planned-use development 
zoning. 

D.R. Horton purchased 30 
acres of the property from Redus 
Florida Condos LLC in 2012.   In 
the original plan, the developer 
was responsible for paying for 
the cost of connecting Bay Acres 

Avenue to Old Venice Road, creat-
ing another thoroughfare option 
for residents. 

D.R. Horton plans to reduce the 
density of the residential devel-
opment from 13 units per acre to 
six. Jeffery Boone, Horton’s agent 
for the amendment, said that the 
significant reduction in density 
eliminated Horton’s need for the 
road. Further, the original agree-
ment was predicated on one firm 
developing the entire 40 acres. 
Now that the land is divided into 
three parcels, it’s not clear who is 
responsible, Boone said. 

Planning Commissioner Bob 
Burrus said he could understand 
the developer’s perspective.

“I don’t see they’d have the 
responsibility at this time, but 
the broader public good here is 
the question. Does the commu-
nity want this road to be built?” 
he asked. 

Commissioner John Ask dis-
agreed. As the former president 
of the Nokomis Civic Association, 
Ask has worked with the county 
during the adoption of the revi-
talization plan, which was created 
in 1999. He said the street con-
nector had been important to the 
community at the time because it 
gave residents an alternate route 
to access U.S. 41.

“This was a really big deal,” he 

said. “It was a rough area and at 
the end of the day it had a lot of 
public support. To abandon this 
now is disingenuous to the people 
from back then.”

Ask also recognized that the 
approval of Horton’s request 
would set a precedent: The 
developers of the other parcels 
could refuse to pay to extend the 
avenue. At that point, Ask said 
the burden of cost could shift to 
taxpayers.

 “Now, the probability that the 
public will pay for it will most 
likely increase,” Ask said. 

P l a n n i n g  Co m m i ss i o n e r 
Michael Beaumier, who lives in 
the Rivendell subdivision located 
south of Bay Acres Avenue, voted 
no on the request. 

“They bought this land know-
ing what the zoning requirements 
were. I feel we’re impinging on 
that plan now,” he said. 

The request will go on to the 
Sarasota County Commission for 
final approval.

“Not making them build this 
gives ammunition to those who 
think development doesn’t pay 
for itself and doesn’t do what we 
say it will,” Ask said. “We should 
do everything in our power to 
make sure this is built.”

Ask said he was surprised no 
one from the Osprey community 
protested the decision. Only one 
homeowner spoke at the meeting, 
and only to get reassurance that 
the street, when eventually built, 
would not run through his yard.

Rivendell resident Christopher 
Morrison, who did not attend 
the meeting, has lived in Osprey 
for about 15 years. He served one 
year on the Osprey Revitalization 
Committee, which sunsetted in 
2009. The advisory committee 
reviewed development applica-
tions that affected the revital-
ization plan. Morrison said the 
Bay Acres Avenue extension was 
an important centerpiece for the 
Walmart development. 

 “As a person who would ben-
efit from (the street extension), 
I would support it,” he said. “It 
would help me tremendously.”

Bay Acres Avenue was supposed to be extended to connect two thoroughfares, 
but developer D.R. Horton wants to be released from the responsibility.
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“To abandon this now 

is disingenuous to the 

people from back then.” 

– John Ask, Sarasota Planning 
commissioner

THE VOTE: 4-3

Yes: Bob Burrus, Robert 
Morris, Vanessa Carusone 
and Terry Richardson
No: John Ask, Michael 
Beaumier and Jack Bispham


