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 “If we are to build a better world, 
we must remember that the guiding 

principle is this — a policy of freedom 
for the individual is the only truly 

progressive policy.” 

Friedrich Hayek
“Road to Serfdom,” 1944

JESSICA SALMOND
STAFF WRITER

A
fter Cyndel Flores com-
pleted a few warm-up 
loops on her dirt bike, 
speeding around a mesh 

sphere sideways and upside 
down, she stopped and looked at 
her mom.

“Did I give you my phone? 
It’s not in my pocket,” she said. 
“Maybe it fell out?”

Obviously, Cyndel is a normal 
teenager when she isn’t defying 
gravity in the Globe of Death.

The Lakewood Ranch High 
School senior, along with her 
brother, Volorian, a 13-year-old 
Nolan Middle School student, 
and 5-year-old sister, Ziana, are 
next in line to form the 10th gen-
eration of a circus family.

The pedigree can be traced 
through both their father, Ricar-
do Flores, who learned thrill acts 
from his father, and their mother, 
Arcelia, who comes from a line 
of aerobatic trapeze performers 
called the Flying Gaonas.

When Cyndel and Volorian 
aren’t on the road with their 
families, they’re normal kids who 
go to school, do their homework 
and have to help around the house 
with chores.

Ricardo Flores said he and his 
wife decided they wanted their 
three children to go to a tradition-
al school rather than take online 
classes or be homeschooled.

“We wanted them to experi-
ence homecoming, prom, walk-
ing down the halls with their 
friends,” he said.

When they perform at a show, 
they are stars. The Myakka City 
residents, who also competed on 
America’s Got Talent five years 
ago, sign autographs, take pho-
tos with fans and perform their 
stunts. Afterward, they go back 
to their recreational vehicle and 
do homework.

“They live a Miley Cyrus/Han-
nah Montana kind of life, the old 
Miley Cyrus,” Ricardo Flores said 
with a laugh.

While his children fly around 
a metal globe or balance on their 
motorcycles on top of a high wire, 
Ricardo said he was more scared 
when Cyndel started driving by 
herself.

“There’s a controlled danger (to 
the acts),” he said. “You learn to 
do it safely, that’s why we prac-
tice.”

Cyndel said she doesn’t 
remember being scared the first 
time she rode in the globe for an 
audience at 6 years old. Now 18, 
she wants to go to college, but also 
enjoys performing.

ALL IN THE
(FEARLESS 

FLORES)
FAMILY

Local students see a 
different world inside 
the Globe of Death.
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Back row: Linda, Arcelia, Cyndel, Volorian, Ricardo and Victor Flores. Front row: Ziana and 
cousins Victor and Giovanni Flores. Above: Cyndel Flores reaches to grasp her brother’s 
hand as they spin around the Globe of Death.

A CHANGING INDUSTRY

Linda Flores literally specialized in a dog 
and pony show when she performed. She 
trained her dogs to do tricks to amaze her 
audience.

Her son, Ricardo, said the industry is 
evolving from those kind of traditional 
circus acts to thrill performances.

“Everything today is extreme,” he said. 
“People want the excitement.”

Much like watching a NASCAR race, the 
draw for people is to see if the performers 
will fall, or crash, or fail.

“They want to see if we’re going to make 
it,” he said.

Although the family has other skill sets 
— Ricardo’s wife, Arcelia, still performs 
some aerial trapeze acts and their son, 
Volorian, can spin 18 plates — the Fearless 
Flores showcase is mostly thrill acts.

Feature acts include the dirt bike per-
formance in the Globe of Death; riding a 
motorcycle on a high wire and the Wheel 
of Destiny in which a performer walks on a 
wheel on top of a pole and tries to maintain 
balance.

Ricardo Flores said one of the biggest 
challenges is Internet competition.

“You can see anything you want on your 
phone right now,” he said,

Her biggest motivation is that 
it’s an unusual act for a woman 
to do.

“When I turned 13, I saw a shirt 
that said ‘Anything boys can 
do I can do better,’” she said. “I 
thought that was neat. Everyone 
can play volleyball, but not every-
one can do what I do.”

Volorian has many hobbies 
outside of work, such as playing 
football and basketball. The mid-
dle-schooler said he has thought 
about playing interscholastic 
sports, but decided he would miss 
too much practice when he was 
out on the road performing.

“The road is more fun, it’s 
educational,” he said. “I’d rather 
have the road, but it’s a difficult 
choice.”

The family travels throughout 
the year, usually for a week to 10 
days at a time.

On the road, Ricardo and Arce-
lia try to incorporate as many 
educational activities as they 
can, like visiting historical sites 
or world landmarks.

Their kids can zip around those 
attractions at a much slower 
speed.


